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DOWNLAND: A poem for Storrington

Jim PPlumstead (nom de plume) was a
resident of Storrington for some years. ‘Jim’
has kindly donated five copies of the

anthology containing this poem to the Museum
and his thoughtful and eloquent reflections on
subjects ranging from the countryside to
marriage and family, will strike a chord with
many people. Copies are £6 each from the
Museum office.    . 

We linger in the sun on Houghton Hill; 
While haunting scenes from buried years drift by. 
Its views sublime, the Arun Valley still 
Recalls when war was won, and hopes were high. 

For years, the Downs were not where children 
roamed. 

The concrete roads and Army posts, new scars, 
Had made the summit barbed; and Home Guards   

combed 
The slopes on light manoeuvres, lit by stars. 

With several months of peace, some freedom 
came 

To walk these guardian hills, although with care. 
Discarded ammunition there could maim, 
Or kill the foolish, if they picked that dare. 

At twelve, I'd travel fast and start to stray, 
On gearless bike I'd scrimped so long to buy. 
I'd stood to climb this hill, one blue-bright day, 
Then hurtled down, as if about to fly. 

On cricket days, I'd turn to look this way, 
To use this backdrop as my weather sign. 
A shrouded top would leave me mourning play; 
If clear, but near, it wouldn't long be fine. 

The two of us who dream here, perched above 
The patchwork silver, green and golden floor. 
Had walked these modest heights in fledgling 

love, 
Convinced that no one ever promised more. 

The simple pledge by which our lives are lit 
Was being sure that we could make it last 
And now we stroll these ways to keep us fit, 
Indulgent minds too often in the past. 

We've lived with grander hills, with rocky frowns, 
But soon returned to where our hearts belong; 
To be where we can see the comely Downs 
And give our children memories as strong. 
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John HHurst was a colourful character who
would have been remembered by his
parishioners for many years after his death -

generally with dislike but in some cases with
amusement. 

Research on the internet shows that he was the
son of a wealthy man but that his family rose in
the social scale as rapidly as any social climbers.
The climb began with John's great grandfather,
Robert, who was born in 1670 and worked as a
tailor. (The occupations of that Robert's father,
Thomas (born in 1641) and grandfather Robert
are unknown because there were no census
returns.)

Robert's son, Richard Hurst, expanded to
become not only a tailor but also a mercer (a
dealer in textiles, especially silks) and a chapman
(a merchant). Richard obviously became wealthy
enough to send his son, Robert, to university
because he (John's father) became not only a
barrister but also steward of the Duke of Norfolk
and trustee of the Shelley and Sidney estates.

John's father was therefore a very powerful and
wealthy man in West Sussex, living on his estate
- Horsham Park. John was Robert's second son
and, in good Victorian tradition, the eldest son
(Robert Henry) inherited most of the estate,
living at Horsham Park, while John was sent to
Trinity College, Cambridge to train for the
Church, with his father buying from the Duke of
Norfolk the right to present John to the living of
St Mary's Thakeham in 1834. He remained there
until his death in 1881. His rectory needed to be
large because, again in true Victorian style, he
and his wife (Cetherine Probyn) had eight
children - five girls and three boys.

During his life, John bought various properties,
including Church Farm in Ashington (purchase
price £5,830), Sprowls in Coolham Green (price
£320), three parcels of land in Shipley and
Horsham (price £400) as well as Hunger Hill,
Redlands, Danehill & Voakes farms. It is clear,
however, that he must have inherited lands and
properties from his father because the Thakeham
Economic History states that in 1845 he was the
largest landowner in the Thakeham area, with
397 acres excluding the Glebe. His lands ranged

considerably further than Thakeham however -
our documents record 32 of his properties
including some in ltchingfield, Shipley, Horsham,
Coolham Green, Ashington, Chiltington and
Shoreham. Indeed, in 1857 the Tithe
Commissioners, when merging "his lands and
those of the parsonage" for tithe purposes,
recorded that he owned 2,369 acres 1 rood and 
4 perches. The extent of his land ownership and
his privileged upbringing may account for some of
the arrogance that is demonstrated in our
documents.

From our documents, John appears to have
been more a landowner than a rector - there is
little sign of the man of the Church who was
overflowing with human kindness, and a
description of Sussex Parish Churches describes
him as mostly absent from the church, although
there is no evidence of this in our documents.

The Thakeham Economic History records that
in 1842 John reduced his labourers' wages from
twelve to nine shillings a week, alleging that this
was necessary because of the fall in corn prices.
Moreover, John was quite happy to issue Notices
to Quit to his tenants -- three were served in
1858 to the tenants at Haines Farm in Shipley, at
Sole Land and Hunger Hill and also at land and
premises in Thakeham. These notices might have
been necessary because, at the time, he was
selling to George Gibson cottages, land and
timber on the East side of the Thakeham Road
which adjoined Gibson's land. The lands farmed
by the tenants were however fairly widely
dispersed and it is doubtful if at least the first
two were included in that sale. If the Notices
were instead issued for non-payment of rent it
would not be surprising. Certainly John seems to
have issued a summons against one tenant in
1870 but it could not be served because the
tenant had, wisely, left the area. In addition,
when John thought an increased tithe might be
payable on a property in Thakeham, he was not
slow to take action - Mant contacted the Tithe
Commissioners on his behalf and succeeded in
raising the tithe payable on it because John
proved that it was now being used as a market
garden.

Revd John Hurst, rector of Thakeham
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Another set of papers bequeathed to the Museum by Akermans (the solicitors
founded by Mant) concerns the affairs of the Hurst family and, in particular, the Rev
John Hurst who was rector of St Mary’s Thakeham from 21 February 1834 to 26 July
1881. There are over 700 documents in this set and, like those concerning landowning
in Amberley (see last year's Spring & Summer editions of Times Past), they have been
much enjoyed by insects and blurred by damp. Nevertheless, writes Hilary Langley,
they provide a fascinating insight into John as a person and his family.



Perhaps the hardest side to John appears to
have been his reluctance to pay his bills, even to
ordinary working men who might have been his
parishioners. Thus, he received a summons to
appear at Petworth County Court in 1855 from
John Williams who had mended his threshing
machine. While John had paid him 15 shillings,
he refused to pay the remaining £2 5s. Hurst
defended this case vigorously - alleging that the
repair was not properly executed - and we do not
know the court’s verdict. Everything we know
about John Hurst suggests however that he was
always looking for ways to avoid paying bills.
Certainly when he was summonsed in 1868 to
appear at the Queen's Bench, Westminster by
Henry Rowland, a builder who had done work for
him on his Marringdean Estate, he was ordered
to pay a total of £144 3s 8d within four days. In
addition, Challens, a firm of auctioneers and
estate agents contacted Mant (John's solicitor) in
1870 because he had not paid their bills
concerning five of his properties. Moreover, the
size of the unpaid bills which emerged on his
death was astonishing - but that is for another
article.

The most striking example of John's refusal to
pay his bills occurred when he refused to pay the
tithes that he owed on his properties - causing his
suspension from the Thakeham living for three
years in May 1845 and a similar suspension from
his other living in Pett for three years in 1856: he
certainly didn't seem to learn from his mistakes!
During each of those three year periods all the
profits from the church estates and the tithes
were sequestrated by the Bishop and paid into
separate bank accounts, while curates had to be
appointed to take the church services. John was
not prepared to take this sitting down however.
He waited until the Bishop concerned had died
and then brought a case in Chancery against the
new Bishop and both the former Bishop's
executors and bankers.

In his affidavit to the court, John claimed that
the Bishop had no power to take the tithes
payable to him during his sequestration and that
he had agreed, if John didn't appeal against this,
that he would pay John part of any surplus. He
also claimed that he had himself paid the curate
appointed to Thakeham until 1846 - costing him
£75 - and that no repairs had been carried out to
the church or rectory in those three years -
costing him £520. He therefore claimed to be
absolutely entitled to the profits of £862 0s 5d in
the Bishop's Thakeham account and, as a
minimum, to the £595 he had paid out to the
curate and for repairs.

Although his affidavit was so vehement, John
failed to attend a meeting with an examiner
appointed by the court where he would have been
cross-examined. Instead, he produced a medical

certificate saying that he was unable to attend
because of gout. His solicitors tried to argue that
the meeting should have been held nearer to
Thakeham because he was unwell and aged
"between 70 and 80 years" but this was not
accepted. The solicitors for the other side then
asked the examiner to issue a certificate of non-
attendance, which he did, referring to his failure
to appear because of "alleged indisposition."
John's Affidavit was therefore not heard by the
Court and the result was a decision in Chancery
that "The representatives of the Late Bishop were
absolutely entitled to the whole fund". John
therefore presumably ended up paying his own
costs (he had hired a barrister as well as London
solicitors) and whether he had to pay the costs of
the other side is unknown. 

On a lighter side, an obituary of John Hurst in
the Museum described him as very eccentric - it
was not unusual for him to stop in the middle of
a service and ask the clerk to check how many
people were in the local inn. If too many were
there, he would suggest adjourning to the inn. On
one occasion, when reading the text for his
sermon, he pointed at a number of ladies in their
Summer finery and read "Truly Solomon in all his
glory was not arrayed as one of these!" John also
allowed his sexton to keep his donkey in the
churchyard and when, one day, it trotted into the
church, John stopped in the middle of his sermon,
saying "Take that donkey out. There are too
many donkeys here already!" Finally, when his
favourite horse died he buried him in the garden
with his harness so that he was still "in his
uniform" - perhaps he preferred animals to
people.

John was the last person to be buried in the
church itself and, typically, he wanted to be
buried upright - telling the children of the parish
that he would then be able to pop out if they were
naughty.
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Memorial tablet to John Hurst in St Mary’s Church,
Thakeham
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Galsworthy's first, and now rarely-
performed, play 'Strife' played recently at
the Chichester Festival Theatre. The
following biographical information is
taken, with permission of the author,
Professor Simon Barker, from the theatre
programme.

On 33 MMarch 11912, John Galsworthy and his
wife Ada sailed into New York from
Liverpool aboard RMS Campania. 

They were in New York to oversee rehearsals of
his latest play at the Little Theatre on 44th
Street. The Pigeon had been produced in London
at the Royalty Theatre in January of that year
and as soon as it opened in New York they left
the city for an extensive tour, visiting Chicago,
San Francisco, Santa Barbara and New Orleans.
Everywhere they went, it seemed, they were
afforded hospitality in the form of receptions,
lunches, and invitations to dine. People went out
of their way to meet Mr and Mrs Galsworthy,
including, on their return to New York, former
President Theodore Roosevelt. This American
welcome endorsed the solid reputation
Galsworthy had already established on this side
of the Atlantic. 

Galsworthy is best remembered in our own
times for the sequence of novels known as the

Forsyte Chronicles, beginning with The Man of
Property in 1906 and ending with Over the River,
completed not long before his death in January
1933. Only the first volume had been published
by the time of the 1912 New York visit, so
Galsworthy's considerable fame at the time was
based upon his success as a playwright. He wrote
dozens of plays, many of which were performed to
appreciative audiences in the most prestigious
theatres of this country and abroad. 

Born in 1867 at Kingston Hill in Surrey, John
Galsworthy was educated at Harrow and at New
College Oxford. Destined for a career in law, he
was encouraged in his writing by Joseph Conrad,
with whom he formed a friendship that was to
last until Conrad's death in 1924. The two men
met aboard the sailing ship Torrens in Adelaide
in 1893, Galsworthy a well-heeled passenger,
Conrad a member of the crew; and this
significant relationship of mutual support and
creative stimulus grew from there. Of equal
importance in his abandoning the law for the pen
were the words Galsworthy recalled being
addressed to him during an encounter at the
Gare du Nord in Paris during Easter 1895 with
the wife of his cousin, Major Arthur Galsworthy.
"Why don't you write?" she said. "You're just the
person." Ada Nemesis Pearson Cooper had
married Major Galsworthy in 1891 and the sheer
unhappiness of this marriage, her long semi-
secret affair with John, and their eventual
marriage in September 1905 were the far from
veiled inspiration for the early Forsyte volumes. 

Galsworthy soon became a well-known
personality and in addition to his campaigning
plays, wrote numerous polemical essays and
countless letters to the newspapers and
influential government ministers. He actively
supported calls for a minimum wage and the
reform of labour exchanges. He campaigned for
women's suffrage and divorce law reform, and
having witnessed aerial bombardment in the
Great War, he joined a movement that sought to
make the use of aviation in military conflict
illegal under international law. Animal rights,
slum clearance, social housing and matters of
child welfare were also prominent in his work as
an engaged and utterly committed public figure.
Galsworthy joined forces with other prominent
literary men and women of the time, among
whom he counted many friends, to resist
censorship on the stage and of literature in
general. He was asked repeatedly to stand as a
Member of Parliament, but distrusted organised
parties. Galsworthy refused a knighthood in
1917, but accepted the Order of Merit in 1929. He

John Galsworthy: Bury’s man of letters
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Gena Grenney, 1931-2016

Georgina MMary GGrenney (nee Green), great-
grandmother, long-standing local resident
and Museum volunteer, was born in 1931

at Meadow Lea in Stream Lane,
Nutbourne, and was Christened at
Parham Church. Gena's father and
his brother had a market garden at
West Chiltington, growing vegetables,
soft fruit, apples and plums, and
reared pigs for bacon. This business
had been started by Gena's grand-
father, William Henry Green, who
came from Brighton. He had a green-
grocer's round with horse and cart in
the Billingshurst area and also sold at
Steyning and Pulborough markets.
Soon after Gena was born the family
moved to Laurel Cottage in East
Street, West Chiltington. Her father
died in the late sixties, but her
mother lived on until 2011 when she
died at the age of 105. 

At four years old Gena began at West
Chiltington School in 1935, thereby qualifying for
the George V Jubilee mug. Shortly afterwards the

family moved into a brand new cottage
that had running water, electricity, and
the luxury of a proper bathroom. Gena
also helped on the greengrocery round,
staggering along with a 40-pound
basket of vegetables. 

Gena has clear memories of the
evacuees who arrived in Storrington
during the war years, and also recalls
that the road went right through the
army camp at Monksmead - there were
no barricades. There was no air raid
warning system; if the wind was right
they might hear the Horsham siren, or
the Storrington one, but they always
heard the planes taking off from
Coolham on their missions. 

In 1942 Gena went to Rydon
Secondary School, leaving there at 14

Gena Grenney, long-standing member of the Museum Society, sadly passed away in
October. Gena became involved with the Museum when she was on the Sullington
Parish Council and became their representative on the Museum Committee. She was
also a very active steward and staunch supporter of all our functions. In 2013 Mary
Wilson wrote a profile of Gena for the winter issue of Times Past, and this article formed
the basis of the Eulogy given at Gena's funeral on 1st November. We reprint part of this
article as a tribute to Gena from all her friends at the Museum, who will greatly miss
her, her unstinting support, and her great fund of local knowledge. 

was the first President of the PEN organisation,
founded by Catherine Amy Scott Dawson in 1921,
attending meetings across the world to promote
its cause of unifying writers and defending free
speech. In the closing months of his life

Galsworthy's final act of generosity was to donate
the prize money from his 1932 Nobel Prize for
Literature to PEN. 

John Galsworthy's life was dedicated until its
end to examining the idiosyncrasies of human
relationships, but with a view to advancing
tolerance and integrity. A memorial service was
held for him in Westminster Abbey on 9 February
1933 and his ashes were scattered on the Downs
near his country home in the Sussex village of
Bury. Although his reputation faded quickly in
the years after his death, the social concerns
brought to light by his pen remain with us
decades later. 

Professor Simon Barker started his career at the
Royal Welsh College of Music and Drama and has
held posts at several universities in Britain and
abroad His many books include ‘War and Nation
in the Theatre: Shakespeare and His
Contemporaries’ and a forthcoming biography of
John Galsworthy. 

Bury House, Galsworthy’s Sussex home
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to work in the family's market garden for a while
before going to Co. Balfour's at The Old Rectory
to work under the cook. Unfortunately, the cook
left after a fortnight, leaving Gena in charge,
cooking for the Balfours and preparing separate
meals for the nursery. Sometimes she did not get
away before 11pm having started at 8am, all for
15 shillings per week. Her father had to meet her
when she was late because she was so nervous of
passing by the churchyard! 

Gena's husband Jim worked for Southdown
Buses when they met and he happened to be a
conductor on the West Chiltington route when
some very bad snowy weather set in. Gena was
making her way home from Worthing and the
driver was reluctant to attempt the West
Chiltington part of his run, but Jim persuaded
him to do it and even paid Gena's fare. They
married in 1957 and went on to have four
children, one daughter sadly predeceasing Gena. 

To make ends meet Gena obtained work at the
Post Office and spent 18 years delivering letters,
starting at 5am and riding a heavily laden bike in
all weathers. 

Jim had been a Japanese prisoner of war. He
had tried to escape and was caught by their
booby-traps and blown up. This left him in such a
weakened state that he never properly recovered
and the fact that he lived so long was entirely
due to Gena's care. They had many shared
interests, among them bird watching. She would
push him for miles in a wheelchair for the chance
to see something special. Gena says that because
she had good eyesight, working in the fields and
seeing birds gave real pleasure. Going to
Pagham, as she did every year, or to the RSPB at
Pulborough Brooks, remained a great joy. 

After Jim died Gena did voluntary work in the
Day Centre for the elderly in Storrington, and at
the Kingsfield Club for people in the early stages
of dementia, giving two days a week to both, and
cooking meals for members. 

Gena didn't have an easy life, but she was
never afraid of hard work and was always ready
to help others. Her outlook on life could be
summed up as: always make the best of what you
get as there's not much you can do about it.

Patricia Wilks

An earlier attempt to open a museum in Storrington 
A fascinating item came up for sale at
auction recently - a cutting from an
unspecified publication, thought to date
from around 1949, concerning a previous
attempt to open a museum in
Storrington. Here is what we know about
it - any further information would be most
welcome.

Eva ((Mary) CClare DDavidson, who died on 15
March 1946, aged 81, was a known local
benefactor. She lived at ‘St Anthony in the

Wilderness’, (now known as ‘The Riddings’) in
Kithurst Lane, She had spent a long time in
India, with her late husband, Ranald Davidson,
which explains the nature of her gift. She was a
relatively wealthy woman - probate records show
that her estate was valued at £20,181 14s 10d.

Ranald had apparently died in 1914, in
Kensington, the death records showing his date of
birth as 1852. The probate register indicates that
he was living at 58 Wynnstay Gardens,
Middlesex, and had left an estate valued at
£3,353 1s 6d with probate granted to Eva, his
widow. The only 1911 census record for a couple
with those names is for a Ranald Douglas
Davidson and Eva Davidson living at 16 Old
Quebec Street. Marble Arch, London. As Ranald’s
occupation is listed a ‘retired tea planter’ it would
indicate an Indian connection. However, he put
his age as 51, born in Bebington, Cheshire, and

Eva, born in Dummer, Hampshire, was 42 -
neither of these ages tally with the ‘official’ dates
of birth. They had been married 23 years, and
had one child, who had died young - newspaper
records (Bath Chronicle 12 July 1888) suggest
that a son had been born on 9 June 1888, in
Singrimari, Maugaldai, Assam, India, to “the wife
of R.D. Davidson”, but we have found no other
references.

With no direct descendants, Eva Davidson
bequeathed her estate to local charitable causes.
She had already established ‘St Clares’ in Fern
Road as flats (or ‘homelets’ as one source
describes them) for distressed gentlewomen, and
Eva Clare Davidson’s Charity was set up under
the terms of her will to continue this work. The

The Eva Clare Davidson ‘homelets’ in Fern Road
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flats continue, to this day, for, in the words of the
Charity Commission registration, “provision of
low cost housing for Gentlewomen in reduced
circumstances". The charitable objects go a little
further - “Flats for the use of Gentlewomen (in
the Victorian sense of the word and not retired
nurses or school teachers unless the above term
should apply strictly) in reduced circumstances”.
One wonders why Mrs Davidson didn’t consider
nurses or teachers to be ‘gentlewomen’ or what
she might have had against members of those
professions. She had also specified that the
recipients of her largesse should be preferably,
but not necessarily, of the Catholic faith. This
stipulation seems now to have been relaxed.
During her lifetime she had set up an associated
charity to provide a holiday s home for similar
‘gentlewomen’ at St Anthony in the Wilderness.

So it is perhaps not surprising that Mrs
Davidson should have wanted to benefit her home
village through founding a museum, and to leave
her collection of Indian artefacts as its basis.

The author, Michael Burt, referred to in the
cutting, lived in Fern Road near to the St Clare’s
flats, at Web Cottage, No 3. His full title was
Captain George Mattock Brookman Burt.
Between 1918 and 1931 he had served in the
Prince of Wales Own Sikhs, and in WW2 he
joined the BBC monitoring service, from which he
retired in 1963. His ten books, mostly detective
novels and thrillers, were set in India and
Sussex. He was mentioned by Joan Ham in an
article about Fern Road in the 3 Heralds parish
magazine, October 2015. His books were well
received by the critics of that time, though Capt
Burt seems to have faded from memory, not
featuring in the lists of ‘famous residents’.

Back to museum matters. We wonder what
happened to the Indian artefacts after Col
Ravenscroft’s passing, and, indeed, what became
of the £500 left to the Parish Council?. The
museum has of course had far more than that
sum back from the council in terms of grants, so
the spirit of the bequest has been fulfilled.

Curatorial matters
Following the undoubted success of the recent
‘Optical Allusions’, our curators plan, for one of the
2017 exhibitions, to revisit a successful themes from
previous years - ‘Quirky Collections’. If you have an
unusual collection, or even off-beat individual items,
they would love to hear from you.

The team is very grateful to Roderick Baker and
friends and family of the late Marion Baker for the
kind donations given in her memory. The money will
go towards rearranging the museum office, including
purchase of a new filing cabinet. We believe this is a
fitting way to remember Marion - a tidy and well
organised office was something that was very
important to her.

IT Department
Have you seen our re-vamped
website, at a slightly different
address? Stuart Duncan has

worked hard to rebuilt it after
problems with our previous

provider. 
We can now be found at

www.storringtonmuseum.org.uk
Our email address has changed

too: it is now
storringtonmuseum@outlook.com



Please note that all the events below (including
Monday evening talks, but with the exception of
the members’ lunch) are held at the Old School,
School Lane, Storrington. Talks will start
promptly at 7.30 pm. 
Non-Members welcome.

Monday 55 DDecember, 7.30pm.
The Development of Worthing as a Seaside
Resort, Talk by Dr Sally White. £4.00

Monday 99 JJanuary 22017, 7.30pm.
Fryern Dell—A Victorian Pleasure Garden, Talk
by Mick Denness. £4.00

Saturday 114 JJanuary 10.00am to 4.00pm
Opening of Museum Exhibition - Suffragists
Refreshments available.

Thursday 226 JJanuary 12.30 for 1.00pm.
Members’ Lunch, West Sussex Golf Club. Always
an excellent event - don’t miss it. For further
information see leaflet enclosed with this issue. 

Monday 66 FFebruary 7.30pm.
Campaigning for Women’s Suffrage in the
Worthing Area,
Talk by Frances Stenlake, £4.00

Monday 66 MMarch 7.30pm
Annual GGeneral MMeeting and Member’s Evening
to include a talk by Hermin Daley, member of
Storrington Museum, An Actor’s Life for Me.

Saturday 225 MMarch 7.00 for 7.30pm
Quiz Evening, with home made supper,
Quizmasters Stephen and Christine Turrell,
£10.00

Monday 33 AApril 7.30pm
A Policeman’s Lot - Can be Interesting, 
Talk by Neil Sadler. £4.00

Coming soon - Programme 2016/7
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Christmas and New Year Greetings
to Members, Friends and Supporters

A seasonal view,
from the Museum
archives, showing
Rose Cottage in West
Street in 1908. Rose
Cottage is opposite
the Village Hall, next
to what is now Stable
Antiques.

The Museum
Committee thanks all
members, stewards,
helpers, supporters,
visitors and friends for
their support during
2016 and offers good
wishes to them all for
2017.

For future issues of Times Past we are always
pleased to receive contributions in terms of
articles, photographs, memories etc. Please

leave in museum, or email items to us. 
In forthcoming issues Hilary Langley will be
examining more of the Hurst papers, we will
look at more Fern Road residents (see p7 -
the street was referred to by Joan Ham as
‘Storrington’s walk of fame’), while Mary

Wilson has discovered a record of an Anglo-
Saxon charter referring to Washington.


