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The Way Forward for the Museum

Who would have thought in March when
we went into lockdown that four months
later we would still be isolating and

 facing so much uncertainty.
Although officially we were allowed to reopen the

museum from July 4th, the general consensus of
opinion was that it was too soon to take such a
step. With the news of several places having
 lockdown reimposed it does seem the wisest option
is to wait and see for a while. Having isolated for so
long it doesn’t seem sensible to take risks now.

We also have to consider the well-being of our
stewards. Volunteers for
any charity work usually
come from the older
 generation, and several of
our stewards are in the at
risk group. Our small
office would not allow
social distancing if two
steward were on duty,
which is our rule for safety
and  insurance reasons.

At the moment we are
giving a good deal of
thought to the way
 forward for the Museum.
At the beginning of the
year we were full of plans
and decided we could

afford to spend some of our reserves to reglaze the
Downs Case and the  diagonal case in the museum
and possibly carry out much needed reorganisation
of storage space and shelving in the office. 

All that has been put on hold and any
 unnecessary spending has been delayed for the
time being in case we need to fall back on our
reserve funds.

Our constant priority is to raise funds to cover the
difference between operating costs and our income
from membership subscriptions and the grant we
receive from the parish council. The Hooper &

Downer Trust have
 generously reduced our
monthly rent for the
 duration of the lockdown
while we are unable to
raise funds, but they
themselves are a Charity
and we cannot take this
moratorium for granted.

We rely on monthly
Talks for part of our
income, but Speakers’ fees
have been increasing over
the past year and we need
a decent audience and a
good raffle to make a
profit on the evening. If
there is any possibility that
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we need to observe social  distancing for any length
of time, meaning a  eduction in audience size, then a
profitable evening is out of the question. The same
argument applies to Quiz Nights.

Knowing how the public will respond to attending
such functions, post-virus, is impossible to gauge.
Despite Government moves to raise restrictions to
get the economy moving again, the feeling locally
seems to be to take things slowly.

The economic situation is likely to be difficult for
everyone post-virus and the way we operate might

need a radical re-think if we are going to keep the
Museum open to the public. Raising funds from
other sources is one avenue to be explored.

Keeping the Museum financially secure has been a
challenge from the outset. Coronavirus is the
biggest challenge imaginable, but we are deter-
mined to do all we can to get through these hard
times, and we cannot stress too greatly how much
we need and appreciate the support of our
 members.

Patricia Wilks (Museum society Chair)

The second instalment of Hilary Langley’s
history of the Baybridge Canal, a short-lived
waterway that extended the navigable River
Adur to near Knepp castle

Hindsight is a wonderful thing. I imagine
that, in the 1860s and 1870s, the
Shareholders of the Baybridge Canal

Company wished that they had had it in the 1820s.
If they had, the Canal may never have been built,
although it did help in transporting their goods. 

Looking back at the 1820s, there were two causes
of the death of the canal. The first was the tight
restrictions (laid down by Parliament) on the capital
they could use to build and maintain it. These may,
however, have reflected the Shareholders' over-
 optimistic estimate of the costs involved. They didn't
seem to allow for any problems that might occur or
for the constant maintenance every year. Perhaps
they thought that, once the canal was open, the
tolls for using the canal and the charges at the
Wharf would more than equal all the expenditure
involved, including all the maintenance, income tax,
local Poor Rates and Highway Rates, the salary of
the Toll Collector and the commission on the Wharf
charges paid to the man running the Wharf. 

The other cause, which most people could not
have foreseen, was the impact of the Railway from
Brighton to London. At first, it seemed that this
might benefit the canal, at least in the short term,
because Sir Charles Burrell negotiated an
Agreement with the Brighton to London Railway
Group (whose engineer was Stephenson) that, in
return for toll free passage on the canal for the

materials required to build the Railway, they would
pay £3,500 compensation to the canal Company for
their loss of trade. This might have put the canal's
finances on a better footing but, unfortunately,
although the Bill permitting this Railway was
 introduced in two sessions of Parliament, it was
never enacted. Indeed, (as Sir Charles said to Mant)
"all hope is at an end that the Stephenson Railway
will be brought forward again as, under decisions of
both Houses of Parliament, a less beneficial line has
been established." 

Undoubtedly it was less beneficial to the Canal
Company because no compensation was paid. The
impact of the Railway was, of course, ultimately to
take customers away from the canal. For nearly forty
years before then, however, the canal could have
thrived if only its finances had been on a proper
footing. We do not have the full accounts for all the
years involved but, those that we have, show that in
1825 (when work had just begun on digging the
canal) £1,355 was paid out before, in December, the
men stopped work because there was no more cash
to pay them. There are no accounts for 1826 but
cash must have haemorrhaged in order to open the
canal by the end of the year. 

By 1827 the Shareholders had hit upon two
money making ventures. The first was to sell some
of the bricks made at the kiln they had built for the
bricks required at the locks and bridges. The second
saw them leasing part of the Beeding Chalk Pit so
that they could use the scrap chalk as foundations
for the roads and wharf, while burning the
 remainder for lime, with the lease permitting them
to sell surplus chalk and lime. This meant that in

The museum has on sale a selection of  reasonably-priced second-hand books about Sussex. While the
museum is closed visitors are, unfortunately, unable to view the books. However, if you would like a copy
of the stock list or if you are looking for a particular title, please email contact@storringtonmuseum.com. 
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1827 they had an income - £42 from tolls and £51
from sales of bricks and lime. 

Despite these ventures however money was still
woefully short, necessitating loans of £1,000 from
John Wood and £2,800 from Walter Burrell. In both
cases the formal Agreement with the Shareholders
stated that "the money they were allowed to raise
was insufficient." In 1828 expenditure of £813 far
outstripped the income, primarily from tolls, of
£188, while in 1829 expenditure of £1,413 yet again
outstripped the income of £677 from tolls and sales
of lime and chalk. Then, in 1829, disaster struck with
a legal claim from the Commissioners of Sewers for
the Rape of Bramber on behalf of landowners as
well as themselves. This stated that "the embank-
ments near the river Adur for protecting the sands
and valuable grounds have overflowed, injured and
broken", causing damage to the sands, grounds and
"lands without". 

It seems from a letter Sir Charles Burrell wrote to
Mant, that the lock near Bines Bridge had broken,
causing the damage. In addition, it seems from a
later reference to a tidal lock that perhaps the
 original lock had not been adequate to cope with
tidal waters reaching the canal. The Commissioners
demanded a meeting between their engineer and
the canal Company's engineer to assess both the
work required to put things right and the damages
to be paid to landowners. There is no record of the
costs involved or the compensation paid, but both

must have been crippling for the struggling canal
company. 

By the 1830s the canal Company was clearly
 desperate and, in 1834, they sought Counsel's
Opinion on whether they could appeal the rate of
tolls they were paying on the River Adur for
 transporting their chalk. They argued,
 unsuccessfully, that they should be charged the
lower toll of one halfpenny a mile rather than a
penny a mile on the basis that chalk can't be put on
the land as a fertiliser in its natural state but must
first be converted into lime. On this basis they said
that chalk, prior to its conversion into lime, should
be charged at the lower rate in the same way as
oats which were converted by cattle into manure to
improve the land! An ingenious and hilarious
 argument which failed! 

In 1832-1833 the strain was beginning to tell on
one of the Company Shareholders (Rev Woodward)
because of the interest payable on the loans. He
therefore asked Sir Charles Burrell to buy his shares
and release him from all responsibility. Mant drew
up the legal agreement required, with Sir Charles
buying Woodward's shares for 10s and indemnifying
him against all liability. By this time Sir Charles was
also responsible for the shares and responsibilities
of his brother Walter, who had died in 1831, and he
must have felt weighted down by responsibility for
this little, unsuccessful canal. Moreover, John Wood
had died and in 1837 his widow gave formal notice
that her husband's £1,000 loan should be repaid
with all outstanding interest. At this point, Mant
reminded her that she was responsible for repaying
part of the loan from her husband and also part of
that loaned by Walter Burrell. By then, Lord Selsey
and Sir Charles were the only two liable to repay the
loans. £640 was however paid to his widow
 including interest, but after deducting John Woods's
share of both loan repayments. 

In 1838 Sir Charles was on his own because Lord
Selsey also died - with his share of the loans still to
be paid by his Estate. Sir Charles never saw the final
demise of the canal, however, because he died in
1862, leaving the canal in the hands of his son, Sir
Percy Burrell. It was shortly after his death that the
impact of the new Railway began to hit hard, with
the man in charge of the Wharf writing to Mant in
1865 to suggest firstly a reduction in the tolls
charged on the canal and secondly a similar
 reduction in the wharf charges. In 1867 he also
 suggested getting rid of the Beeding Chalk Pit
because it was no longer any use but was still
 subject to rates and taxes. 

Finally, in 1874 The Baybridge Canal
(Abandonment) Bill was introduced into Parliament,
receiving Royal Assent in June 1875. I can't help

The ruined old Knepp Castle
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feeling what a horrible title that was - they were
abandoning the baby canal they had built only fifty
years before! As stated in my first article, the
Company was responsible for the costs of getting
the Bill through Parliament (£329 15s) and this
accounts for Mant taking out a Bank loan of £300
which, by June 1876, had incurred interest of £3 8s
8d! The need for such a loan shows the parlous
state of the canal Company's finances. 

Mant's work from 1874 until June 1876 in getting
the Act through Parliament and then selling all the
lands involved was so extensive that it is surprising

that he had any time for his other clients! His total
charges for that work came to £284. 

The death of the Baybridge Canal, which ceased to
operate from 1/9/1875, was probably not marked by
anyone except those who were anxious to buy the
lands that came up for sale. While Parliament had
acted proudly in 1825 as the midwife for a much
wanted canal, it acted as a pathologist following its
death, giving the cause of death as "traffic is greatly
reduced and receipts insufficient to maintain it and
give a profit to Shareholders" Not that the
Shareholders ever enjoyed a profit! 

Cindy Waters
Cynthia Brenda Waters, 1946-2020, 
A Celebration

Cindy was born on 3rd January 1946 in
Edgware. She had two brothers and a sister,
and went to school in Mill Hill. The family

moved to Rayleigh in Essex in the 1950s where she
began a life-long  connection with the Methodist
Church and soon became a Sunday school teacher. 

A few years later, she
worked as a typist in a
London insurance company.
Then in 1962, she met Frank
at a Methodist Youth Club
dance in the City of London.
Cindy had a phenomenal
memory for dates and could
give chapter and verse of
many of the events and
 concerts she and Frank went
to during their courtship, and
the items she enjoyed buying
each week for her “bottom
drawer”. 

Cindy and Frank married in
1967 – the start of a long and
happy marriage. Derek was born a year later and
Alison in 1971, and as well as being a full-time
mother, knitting and sewing and caring for her fami-
ly, Cindy also worked part-time.

After the family moved to Storrington in 1980,
Cindy worked for one or two local companies and
also for a time became a Care Nurse at Sussexdown,
the RAF Home for ex-service people, fulfilling a
childhood ambition to become a nurse. When she
eventually retired, she had worked for the Police at
Horsham and Gatwick Airport, and also the Inland
Revenue in Worthing. Her talent for making and

keeping friends always flourished. 
Cindy and Frank lived for many years in Concorde

Close, Storrington, and more recently in Ashington,
near to daughter Alison, son-in-law, Andrew, and
grandchildren, David and Sarah.

Cindy enjoyed cooking, photography, wildlife,    star-
gazing (she loved to see the International Space
Station pass by), crosswords, music and reading, and
had a vast collection of Royal memorabilia. She and

Frank loved to travel,
 especially visiting America to
spend time with son, Derek,
his wife, Diana, and grand-
daughters, Emily and Katie. 

Cindy and Frank were both
members of the Hornby
Collectors Club, because of
Frank’s  wonderful collection
of Hornby trains, and their
visit to various Club events
(even in Australia) made them
dozens more friends. They
have been  volunteers with
Brighton Toy museum for
many years.

Over the years, they
became very involved in Storrington village life, and
through their various activities, including badminton
at Rydon School, made dozens of friends. Cindy was
also on the Welcome Rota at Trinity Methodist
Church. Throughout her life her great gift was
 making friends and, more importantly, keeping in
touch with them. She still organised an annual
reunion of  people she and Frank knew from their
Youth Club days in North London!

Cindy was a keen member of Storrington and
District Museum Society and the Storrington Local
History Group. She became Vice Chair of the
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Museum Committee and liked nothing better than
keeping a piece of good news to the very end of a
meeting and producing it under ‘Any Other
Business’. Thanks to enthusiasm and dedication, she
and Frank raised hundreds of pounds for the
 museum by arranging a talk given by the organiser
of the Red Arrows Flight Team, and through
 sponsorship for their trip down the A272, which was
inspired by a Dutch couple’s book on their similar
road trip. Cindy’s enthusiasm was infectious and we
often went from “that will never work” to “well, we
never thought that would be such a success”. 

Cindy’s great gift was that she loved people. She
was cheerful and warm-hearted and greeted most
people with a big hug. She was full of energy, liked
to be involved in everything that was going on,
 frequently helping with catering at museum events,
and was still going strong at the end of a long day
when the rest of us were beginning to flag. Even
when she was so ill, she carried on without
 complaining for as long as she could. 

Cindy passed away peacefully at home on 24th
June 2020. A gathering was held on Friday 3rd July
at Worthing Crematorium. As her hearse passed
along West Street and High Street, Storrington,
there was great support from the local community

as many people stood along the route and clapped
for Cindy.

We all loved her and admired her courage and
determination, and grieve that we have so suddenly
lost such a wonderful friend and colleague, and
because of the lockdown situation are unable to
have a joyous celebration of her life with her family
and her many, many friends.

Cindy and Frank on the completion of their A272 road
trip, which benefited the museum both financially
and publicity-wise

Sullington’s Church
In our second look at the area’s Places of
Worship, we take a brief look at the history
surrounding St Mary’s, Sullington

St Mary's Church, Sullington, stands at the
foot of the South Downs, at the end of a lane
leading south from the A283 Washington

Road. The oldest part of the building is the nave
and the base of the tower, both of which date from
the 11th century. The church, close to the old manor
house, rectory and farm - which includes a notable

tithe barn - is surrounded by yew trees, the oldest
of which is thought to date back to the ninth
 century, well before the Norman conquest. A newer
sapling stands nearby - this was taken as a cutting
from an even older yew, said to have been two
thousand years old. It was planted to mark the third
millennium. 

Sullington actually enjoys two entries in the
Domesday Book, suggesting it was once a parish of
some significance. According to Joan Ham's
Sullington - Domesday to D-Day one entry,
Semlintun, has been suggested to refer to nearby
Salvington, north of Worthing, but later examination
proves it to be Sullington, as part of Sullington is in
Arundel rape and part in Bramber, whereas
Salvington is entirely in the Rape of Bramber.

Inside the church door is a marble effigy of a
knight in chain mail, somewhat the worse for wear,
as it has lain there for nearly 800 years. The figure is
believed to be one of the de Covert family, who
were granted the Manor of Sullington in 1316.
Despite the damage due to age, the carving is of
high quality. The figure is believed to have provided
the inspiration for a novel, The Crusader's Tomb,  byThe ‘Crusader’s Tomb’, which can be found inside the

entrance to Sullington Church
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A.J. Cronin. Cronin lived at the Old Rectory, just a
few yards from the church, having purchased the
house between the wars. Cronin is best known as
the creator of Dr Finlay, the Scottish GP whose
exploits entertained us on BBC TV in the 1960s. The
series was based on Cronin's short autobiographical
novel Country Doctor which recalled his life as a
junior partner in a Clydeside medical practice in the
1920s. Cronin was not entirely happy with the BBC's
adaptation, but because of its public popularity he
allowed it to continue, noting, from his tax-exiled
retirement home in Switzerland, that the "ragged
scripts and extraneous characters" had turned it into
a soap opera. 

Cronin had begun writing when forced by illness
to take a break from medical practice. By that time
he had risen to be medical inspector of mines in
Wales, and his acclaimed novel The Citadel dealt
with his experiences in that post. The book, which
dealt with corruption in high places, was highly
 controversial at the time, but this controversy was
one of the factors that fuelled the demand for, and
eventual establishment of, our National Health
Service.

Cronin's time in Sullington was spent writing - or
so he had hoped. He purchased the house as a
retreat from the fame that surrounded a popular
and successful author in the 1930s, but it was not to
be. He found his country life to be just as hectic as
his London existence, being constantly bothered by
invitations and requests - even the sheep on the
Downs distracted him from his need to pen 5,000
words a day. He did manage to complete The
Citadel while at Sullington. Cronin, incidentally,
 purchased the Old Rectory from the last rector of
Sullington to occupy it - the Revd Sydney Le
Mesurier. He is often, erroneously, said to have been
the father of the late and much-loved John Le
Mesurier, the actor. This is not the case - John Le
Mesurier took his stage name from his mother's
maiden name, which originated from Alderney. So
although he was distantly related through marriage,
he was not the son of the
Sullington rector. Revd Le
Mesurier moved to a more
comfortable and  manageable
residence on the Washington
Road.

The church building, as
mentioned above, dates from
the 11th century. It is remark-
able that the  original parts
have survived so well - the
walls of the nave are only just
over 600mm (2ft) thick, quite
insubstantial for a church of

that date. The tower, nave and chancel were altered
and added to through the next two centuries, with a
north aisle added in the 1200s. The east window
dates  originally from the early 14th century, with
stained glass by Clayton & Bell, installed in 1873.

The tower, like those of so many other local
churches, seems to have suffered from structural
problems throughout its life. It was probably
 originally taller, with some accounts saying it was
reconstructed in the late mediaeval period after a
partial collapse, but other evidence dates the
tower's present appearance from having been
rebuilt in the 17th century.

As a relatively poor and thinly-populated parish,
Sullington did not have a lot of money for church
upkeep. Records show that in 1606, the
 churchwarden, one John Sewer, was notified that the
buttress was defective, the steeple unpointed and
the porch needed plastering. A 1724 visitation to all
churches in the diocese recorded that at Sullington
the church walls were 'foul' and the Bible and
Common Prayer book in need of binding, otherwise
in good repair. Three bells were recorded at that
time. However, looking at the Church properties, the

record said that "part of ye
house and one barn down,
another barn in  tolerable
repair." There were 24 or 26
families in the parish, the
patron, Mr John Bullis,
 “supplied divine service and
performance each Lord's Day."
The incumbent was Wm
Bedgeant, who had been in
place “above10 years”.
Sacrament was held three
times per year, with about 16
 communicants.

Sullington Church in winter, from a print in the
 museum archives

Canon Palmer
(from a poor-
quality
newsprint
 original)
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As is the case with so many churches, the
Victorian period was responsible for restoration
work, though Sullington seems to have escaped rel-
atively lightly. Canon Henry Palmer was rector from
1859 to 1928, taking over from his father, Revd
George Palmer, who had been  appointed to the
 living in 1824. Canon Palmer's diaries have survived,
and give a very detailed insight into the life of a
country rector during that period. He engaged a Mr
Ridge in 1873 to insert new lancet windows to the
south of the nave - comparison with an earlier
engraving  indicates they appear to follow the
 original outlines. At the same time the roofs were
replaced, also thought to have been carried out by
Ridge, the boarding being characteristic of that
architect's work. The previous line of the roof is
 visible on the inside of the tower. Palmer added a
vestry, and  carried out various repairs to the
stonework. The Palmers were responsible for pulling
down and rebuilding the Rectory, so what is now
known as the ‘Old’ Rectory is in fact relatively new,
dating from 1845. 

In more recent times, the exterior stonework of
the 13th century reticulated east window was
restored in 1978. Half of the £4,000 cost was met by
donations from a trust formed by the late Sir
Gordon Munro and Lillian, Lady Munro, who lived
for several years in the Old Rectory, up to the late
1960s (Sir Gordon died in 1967). The remainder was
raised locally. The October 1987 storm blew down
two ancient yews, as well as blowing tiles from the
roof. The falling trees damaged parts of the chancel

roof and the north and east windows, insurance
meeting the £4,800 cost of repairs. The Munro
Sullington Trust funded further work in 1995,
extending the vestry to provide kitchen and toilet
facilities, and again in 2005 to restore the ancient
priests’ door and sedilia (seat) and install an Aumbry
(a lockable safe to store consecrated elements). The
inner glass porch was erected in replacement of the
Victorian box porch to mark the Millennium, funded
by parishioners and flower festival proceeds. Today,
St Mary’s Sullington is combined with St Mary’s
Thakeham in a united benefice with a single
 incumbent. 

No description of the church and its surroundings
could be complete without mention of the massive,
weather-boarded and tiled barn with a fine tie-beam
roof, dated 1685, said to be the finest example of a
tithe barn to be found in West Sussex. It is one of
the longest barns in the county, and, following sym-
pathetic restoration in 2013, it is now used as a
venue for weddings and other events. Other former
farm buildings have been restored as holiday lets.

The aforementioned book by Joan Ham,
‘Sullington – Domesday to D-Day’ from which a
number of quotations have been taken for this arti-
cle, provides a very comprehensive account of the
Church and Parish of Sullington. The museum has
reference copies- the book is long out of print,
commanding a high price through sellers of rare
books. We have sold a couple of second-hand
copies through the museum, but there are few on
the market and we have a waiting list.

The oldest known illustration of Sullington Church, from a drawing by Samuel Heironymus Grimm,
 commissioned by William Burrell in the 18th century, taken from Sullington - Domesday to D-Day by Joan Ham.
The drawing shows a door in the chancel south wall, since filled in, a bricked-in lancet window in the chancel,
and a large square window in the nave



Museum programme
During the current lockdown we are unable to hold any events at the Museum due to social

 distancing requirements. Our published programme of talks, quizzes, coffee mornings etc has
 therefore been put on hold until such time as the situation changes. Please keep an eye on our

 we  bsite, www.storringtonmuseum.com, or notices on the door of the Old School building and our
notice board on the wall to the rear of Fowlers’ Estate Agents, in case of any changes or updates.
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Left: the interior of
Sullington Church,
c1910. From an old
postcard in the
museum collection

For future issues of Times Past we are always pleased to receive articles, photographs,
 memories etc. Please leave in museum, or, while closed, email items to us at 

contact@storringtonmuseum.com

Contacting the museum - During the period of
 closure we will only be visiting the premises
 infrequently, so will not be checking the telephone
answering machine as often as we would normally.
The best way to get in touch is by email,
contact@storringtonmuseum.com, or via the
 contact form on the website 
www.storringtonmuseum.com. That way we can be
sure your message is passed to the right person.
The next issue of Times Past is scheduled to be
published in November/December. Because hand
deliveries of printed copies are difficult at present
and visitors will be unable to pick up copies at the
museum, this issue will be available on line at 
https://www.storringtonmuseum.com/times-past

Right - an old photograph from the museum
 collection showing a hunt meeting in the High Street.
Undated, but probably 1930s


