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The Storks Come Home
As readers will know,
Storrington’s name came
from the Saxon for
‘homestead of the storks’
so it is appropriate that an
estate local to us - Knepp -
should be central to a
project to reintroduce the
White Stork to our
countryside, as Patricia
Wilks relates.

Knepp Castle is on our
doorstep and I’m proba-
bly not alone in taking for granted the ruined

tower glimpsed from the A24, which is all that
remains of the original castle, and I thought more
than once that a visit to the rewilded estate might
be worthwhile. Little did I know!

Some time ago we had a fascinating talk at the
Museum given by Penny Green, who is
Environmental Officer at Knepp. When we received
an invitation from her recently to bring along a
small group to see the storks in their project to
reintroduce the birds to this part of England, we
were quick to accept. Especially as some of us had
seen the SpringWatch programme the previous
week that featured the project and was full of praise
and admiration for what had been achieved at
Knepp.

And so one warm sunny
morning we gathered to meet
Lucy Groves who is the White
Storks Project Officer and to
learn more about this ambitious
idea.

The hardier members of our
group walked to the site of the
stork enclosure, guided by Lucy
and Viviane Doussy, but those
of us less nippy on our fee
chose to travel with Dr Tony
Whitbread in an open military-
type vehicle called a Pinzgauer,
a bit like a Land Rover, and we
could have been on an African

safari as we bumped along deeply rutted narrow
tracks with overhanging brambles and branches
whipping our heads as we passed. It was a real
insight into just how wild this rewilding project has
become. 

All the animals introduced to the estate have been
chosen carefully for the conditions. 

There were Old English Longhorn cattle sheltering
from the sun under wide spreading trees and a herd
of fallow deer in the distance giving a sense of
timelessness. 

Sadly we didn’t see the Tamworth pigs, who root
through the ground so effectively that they
regenerate the area they pass through, nor the
Exmoor ponies, but wild flowers, birds, butterflies
and insects were there in abundance.
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Then, suddenly, there was a stork flying overhead.
Close to Storrington (Estorchestone, homestead of
the storks, as listed in the Domesday Book) where
storks have not bred for hundreds of years.

We were able to see them at close quarters in
their special enclosures as they waded through the
waters of the lake and it was amazing to see so
many of them and to marvel at the ambition of all
the people involved in this project and what had
been achieved so far. It is planned that birds bred in
captivity will be released over the next five years
and will be a self-sustaining population by 2030.

Do visit Knepp. It is quite remarkable to see close
to what is being accomplished in a small part of
West Sussex. Chris Packham said, “This should be
conservation’s salvation: this should be its future:
this is a new hope.”

And finally, Isabella Tree, wife of Charles Burrell ,
whose family have owned Knepp since the 18th
century - has written a best-selling book: Wilding –
the return of nature to a British farm. Do read it. It is
a beautifully written account of the Knepp rewilding
project, and in this uncertain world it is inspiring
that there are caring people working for the future
of the countryside.

At the top of one of Knepp’s tallest trees a pair of
young free-flying storks built this nest. Sadly the
eggs didn’t hatch - the birds are not yet mature -
but it’s great encouragement for future years. 

In many respects, the Knepp rewilding project turns
a lot of the current ‘conservation’ ideas on their
heads. For instance dead trees and fallen branches
are not cleared away; they remain to enrich the soil
and provide homes for insects and invertebrates.
Similarly ragwort, a plant that all too many just want
to rip out, is encouraged - not least as a home for
the caterpillars of the Cinnabar moth, which are
clearly flourishing at Knepp.

The Museum visitor party at Knepp (picture by Viv
Doussy)

Just some of the birds we observed in Knepp’s stork
enclosure (pictures by Bill Thomson)



Storrington and Sullington’s emigrants
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Alan Spencer and Hermin Daley have been
looking into those from our area who
sought new lives in the New World. In this
first instalment they look at the first
travellers to Australia, Canada and the US

After the Napoleonic wars, in the early
1800's, there was a lot of unemployment due
to bad weather and economic slump,

especially in agriculture. As a result of this the local
authorities decided to encourage people to look for
new lives in the emerging new colony of Australia
and also in Canada. The Government sponsored
new settlers with land grants. The sponsorship
money came largely from the local parishes and
private sponsors.

There were two key players of the promotion of
emigrants from the Storrington/Petworth area, one
was Colonel Peter Latour (Storrington) and the other
was the third Lord Egremont (Petworth).

Lord Egremont sponsored an emigration scheme,
which was organised  by his Rector, Revd Thomas
Sockett. The scheme sent 1800 people to Canada
between the years 1832 and 1837.

Col Latour was an officer in the 11th Light
Dragoons and had been to Tasmania a few years
before. So he decided to take advantage of the
government’s sponsorship scheme and ship out a
load of supplies together with 44 people, travelling
steerage, 23 of these came from Sullington. 

He commissioned a ship called the Lotus and in
1829 he shipped out the prospective settlers and
supplies to his new estates in Western Australia.
These people were mainly the parish poor and came
from the Parish workhouse, so none of them were
craftsmen. At least 23 people from the Sullington
area were aboard this ship that sailed to Western
Australia.

A similar situation was addressed by Lord
Egremont, who was the Petworth
House estate owner and magistrate
at that time, and Lord Richmond of
Goodwood House estate, together
with their organiser, Revd Sockett, the
local parish priest, who formed,
together with others,  the ‘Petworth
Emigration Committee’. They selected
poor applicants, not only from the
local parishes, but also applicants
from parishes in counties all over the
south of England. The committee
then chartered ships, which  took
them to Canada. The prospective
settlers were then moved to various
places in Upper Canada, near Lake
Ontario.

In the years from 1832 to 1837, on this scheme, 17
people emigrated from Sullington, four from
Thakeham,  two from Washington, 22 from
Pulborough and four from Wiston. But the majority
of people came from Petworth - 126 in number.

There were seven ships chartered by the
emigration committee to carry these emigrants to

the ports of Quebec and Montreal,
departing from Portsmouth, during
this period.

There were some who sponsored
themselves. These mostly went to the
New York area of America and moved
on from there. In the Museum we
have letters from emigrés to these
various places and of their
experiences and the life they led. 

In a future edition of Times Past we
shall go into more detail.

Reference sources for further reading: 
Joan Ham, Storrington in Georgian
and Victorian Times; Wendy Cameron,
Assisting Emigration to Upper Canada.

George O’Brien Wyndham FRS, third Earl of
Egremont, of Petworth House

Revd Thomas Sockett, rector
of Petworth, 1816-1839



4

It may be that Lady Brisbane's daughter,
Jemima, always needed someone to lean on.
While married to Sir James Bremer she seems to

have left everything to him as we have no letters
from her to her solicitor (Mant) at that time. 

After Sir James died in February 1850, she quickly
became almost frenetic about everything that
needed to be done, although her Trustees disposed
of the mortgage on Hampton Gay very quickly, with
Mant sorting out all the paperwork. In July 1852 she
wrote to Mant (about Bremer's estate in Devon):
"The Compton affairs are in a worse state than ever.
I can't see any sign of any harmony and conclusion."
Disharmony would not have been surprising, given
the likely attitude of Bremer's children to the
Marriage Settlement which passed everything to
Jemima and, only after her death, to them! By the
following October however she was thanking Mant
for sorting it all out. "The very long trouble about
the Compton property is over." 

Jemima left almost all the work involved with their
mother's estate to her sister Emily, commenting to
Mant: "Emily thinks we have enough mortgages and
hopes I won't meddle with what is in the Trusts.
Therefore, I yield to her wish." 

Indeed, only three years after Bremer died (and
when Emily, who died two years later, might have
been too ill to give much support) Jemima married
Count Carlo Angiolini Clericetti in May 1853. 

We do not know much about Clericetti except that
he was born in Milan and was enormously grateful
to this country and, in particular, Brighton for giving
him a home when he arrived as a refugee from his
native Italy in the late 1840s. During the 1840s small

rebellions occurred throughout Europe but the
Italian Rebellion in 1848 was on behalf of the
majority of Italian States which were still part of the
Austrian empire and were trying to overthrow their
foreign rulers. This particular rebellion failed
(although later Wars of Independence succeeded,
leading to Italian Unification in 1871). If Don Carlo,
then a forty-two-year-old Count, had been one of
the leaders of this rebellion, he would undoubtedly
have needed to escape the wrath of the Austrians.
In later years however he resumed working for the
Italian government, even though continuing to be
based in Brighton, and, at some point, he was made
an Officer of the Order of the Crown of Italy. His
Will shows his enormous love for all things Italian. 

The Marriage Settlement between Clericetti and
Jemima was unusual because although she
transferred £12,378 2s 6d in 3% Consols into a Trust
(the Trustees being her sister Emily and a friend,
Mary Webber), Clericetti, as a refugee at that time,
had nothing to contribute financially. When they
were married, Jemima (who was five years older
than him) adopted the Italian version of her name
(Gemima) and clearly adored her husband, worrying
constantly about his deteriorating eyesight. By the
time he died he had been blind for some years. 

It seems that from the time of the marriage
Clericetti took on the responsibility Gemima feared.
Although she wrote relatively frequently to Mant,
her letters generally gave the impression that they
were at her husband's instigation. Moreover,
payments made to Coutts for their living expenses
were paid into Count Clericetti's account and in
1855 he prepared proper accounts showing they
had £16,9214s 9d, presumably in 3% Consols and
that the purchase price of their house in Brighton,
58 Montpelier Road, had been £2,400. 

Unfortunately, the only financial area in which
Gemima showed any interest concerned mortgages,
for which she shared her mother's obsession.
Clericetti's 1855 accounts show eleven mortgages
totalling £13,232 9s 6d but they were vastly
increased when, after Emily died leaving everything
to Gemima, she inherited a further £6,300 in
mortgage securities (as well as £12,000 4s 11d in 3%
Consols, and Drayton Marshes). Clericetti seems to
have left Gemima to indulge this obsession, only
sorting it all out after she died. Indeed, Gemima's
correspondence with Mant shows a £1,500
mortgage on the Albion Hotel, Worthing and a
desire to find a mortgage for £1,250 (which he
reminded her she had already invested with Mrs
Kitts). Captain Fowler, whose opinion she trusted,
disapproved of mortgages and Gemima told his wife
"how tiresome it is that your good husband doesn't
like our little mortgages" - thus causing the Captain
to withdraw his opposition. 

The Count and Countess Clericetti 
In the fifth, and penultimate, instalment of
Hilary Langley’s research of the Mant
solicitors papers, we see Jemima becoming
an Italian Countess, eventually greatly
benefiting the Brighton Museum

The Clericetti home at 58 Montpelier Road, Brighton,
now divided into apartments
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Following Emily's death, a further Agreement with
Mary Webber was necessary, appointing Mary as
sole Trustee. It was then that Gemima began to rely
on her very heavily both as a friend and as a
Trustee. Thus, it was Mary who wrote to Mant when
payments to Coutts were late and who also began
to deal with the problems arising from the
mortgages These took various forms. The first arose
with a notice to Mary Webber, as Trustee, in June
1866 from the partners of the Brighton Union Bank
saying: "Premises in the parish of Hove which are
mortgaged to you were (with other property)
conveyed to us by way of mortgage." This is hard to
understand but leaves a hint that those holding the
first mortgage could lose out! Then, in January
1871, Mary Webber wrote to Mant about a potential
£800 loss on the mortgages, not giving up until it
became clear that his father had apparently loaned
the money for farming stock and furniture instead
of securing it by a mortgage. She then asked "do we
hold any more shabby mortgages?" Mary was also
very concerned about the values of any property
mortgaged, asking Mant "How can we be sure the
property is worth £550? We should have an
authorised valuer, not an auctioneer... I don't want
any more of her money hazarded." 

After Gemima's death in July 1879, it became clear
that, although everyone thought Captain Fowler had
replaced Mary Webber as sole Trustee when she
died in March 1872, and all the assets had been
assigned to him, he knew nothing about this, had
not executed the relevant Deed, and did not even
realise he was a Trustee! A formal Agreement was
therefore made between him and Count Clericetti in
which he was discharged from any liability for
actions taken before he knew he was a Trustee! 

At the end of her life, Gemima inherited £5,440 in
Consols, which were sold for £9,666 13s 4d, plus
£640 Cash from a cousin Henrietta Buzot - formerly
Brisbane - who also lived in Brighton but the
relevant paperwork was not completed until after
her death. In her Will, Gemima left everything
(including the property under her Trusts) to
Clericetti. She did not even leave bequests for, say,
her housekeeper. For the purposes of Probate her
assets were valued at below £35,000.

One of Clericetti's first actions, once all the
mortgages had been transferred to him, was to
employ a London firm of solicitors who began to
reveal the true horror of the mortgage picture. This
included Title Deeds which were very hard to find,
large arrears of interest resulting, according to
Mant, from lithe general depression" and also
forced sales which could not realise even the
amount lent, let alone any arrears of interest. One
property with a mortgage of £1,625 and many
arrears was sold for £1,070, while another raised
£1,037 towards a mortgage of £1,700. There was
also a fear that a forced sale of the Albion Hotel,
Worthing would not realise the full amount of the

mortgage. Most likely, these mortgages would have
netted a substantial loss, but Clericetti’s wife had
enjoyed herself! 

When Clericetti died in May 1888 his Will was a
model of efficiency and compassion, with total
assets of £46,737 14s 10d being left to incredibly
good causes. In total, £11,000 was left to Italian
Institutes or charities, including £4,500 for a hospital
and Institute for the blind and the remainder for
those caring for the poor, the deaf and dumb,
children, orphan boys, cripples and prisoners. In
addition, the remainder of his estate, after his house
in Brighton had been sold, was to be invested in
'The Great Book of the Public Debt of the Kingdom
of Italy", with the income used periodically for the
most deserving poor of both sexes in Naples. 

His gratitude to this country and to Brighton was
also evident in his Will. He left £2,100 between the
Italian Benevolent Society and the Evening and
Sunday School for Italians in London but £12,000
was also left to organisations in Sussex, with £1,000
to the Sussex County Hospital, £500 for the
Association for the Blind in Brighton and £200 to
the Sussex Eye Hospital. The organisation in
Brighton which gained most under his Will was
however the Brighton Museum and Free library. We
already knew that he donated his collection of 570
books to the library. These included books by
celebrated Italian writers with fine Italian bindings
and early Italian printed works. In addition, under
his Will they received the mahogany bookcase in
which they were stored and (another sign of his
efficiency) a full inventory. He also bequeathed to
them two bronze candlesticks, a bronze statuette by
Professor Mariocchelli and a painting by Agneni on
a glass mirror of children flying. Finally, his Will
remembered his Mother's maid in Italy - an annuity
of £20 pa - and also his housekeeper and Italian
butler in Brighton. 

All of the Brisbane money therefore passed to
Clericetti. It is however hard to think of anyone who
could have made better use of it or tried so hard to
help all the poor and dispossessed.

Count Clericetti’s valuable collections passed to
Brighton Museum under the terms of his will



Annual Stewards’ Lunch
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As a thank you to the dedicated group of
volunteers who help keep the Museum open
to the public on three days each week, we

have an annual lunch party given by members of
the Committee (who are all stewards too!) .

Stewards and plus one are invited to a home-
made lunch produced by Cindy, Eunice, Jean and
Patricia, and all the Committee buckle to and set up
tables, lay up the buffet and serve the wine and soft
drinks.

Because of the nature of the stewarding schedule
it often happens that stewards know one another
only in passing, so this is an opportunity to enjoy a
delicious meal and to sit and talk and get to know
one another that much better, and for newcomers
to feel part of the group. Nowadays we meet at The
Old School – there is plenty of space, the parking is
easy and logistics of transporting food and drink
and equipment that much easier.

These parties have changed over the years from
the days when Pauline Archibald opened up her
house and garden and (when it rained) we all
crammed into tables around the swimming pool in
the barn, with helpers dashing backwards and
forwards from the house with plates of food, and
with Roger Colebrook stoically barbecuing sausages
in the rain underneath an umbrella. I also remember
him having to shelter under a parasol because of
the hot sun, so the weather was generally kind to

us. Nobody could barbecue sausages like Roger and
the Stewards' lunch is not the same without him.

This year for the first time that I can remember we
missed Ann and Richard Currer-Briggs because
Richard wasn’t well enough to come. Ann is a
steward of long-standing and she and Richard are
stalwarts of monthly talks and Museum events, so
we do wish Richard well and look forward to seeing
them again when monthly talks resume.

Because of ill-health Ian Ferguson had to step
down this year as a Steward, and his research skills
were a great loss to us, but we were very pleased to
welcome him to the lunch, and all his friends were
pleased to see him after a long break.

The stewards’ lunch party is always a very happy
occasion and if anyone reading this feels they would
like to join this group they would be very welcome.
Stewarding involves one three-hour shift a month,
morning or afternoon, on Wednesday, Saturday or
Sunday morning. We generally work in pairs and
schedules go out two or three months in advance,
so there is plenty of time to swap allocated times if
necessary. No particular knowledge is needed – just
an interest in the Museum and meeting visitors and
making them welcome.

Cliff Wilks, 01903 743437, would be pleased to
hear from you and tell you more if you are
interested.

Patricia Wilks

The World War 1 projects and exhibitions in
the Museum researched and arranged by
our Local History Group have been so
successful that the area’s role in the Second
war is often overlooked - unjustly perhaps.

August and September 1940 saw a lot of
activity in the air over the Southern counties
of England. Those months were the height of

the Battle of Britain, when the RAF and its fighter
planes defended the country against the heavy
onslaught by the German Luftwaffe.

Hitler's plans for invading Britain depended on the
German navy gaining control of the English Channel.
Such was the superiority of Allied sea power that
this was seen as a tall order. So the Luftwaffe and
the German navy would work together to damage
the British economy and the nation's morale by
destroying sea and air bases in the South of
England, cutting off supplies as well as destroying
naval equipment and vessels. In order to achieve
this, Hitler needed to gain control of the air space

over southern England. He felt that this, with naval
assistance, would be achieved in less than a month,
so assembled a fleet of medium bombers with
fighter escorts. Lighter bombers, like the
Messerschmitt Bf 110 were classed as fighter
bombers, able to undertake both roles.

The RAF, on the other hand, relied mainly on the
Hawker Hurricane Mk1 with a smaller number of
Supermarine Spitfire Mk1s. The Spitfire and German
Me109 fighters were evenly matched in terms of
speed and manoeuvrability, both significantly better
than the more numerous Hurricanes. Improvements
to the Merlin engine in the Hurricane and Spitfire
gave more power when operating on a higher-
octane fuel which had been introduced in mid-1940.
The Messerschmitt was equipped with fuel injection,
which was less prone to cutting out than the carbu-
rettor-equipped Merlin in extreme manoeuvres, but
conversely it had a much smaller turning circle.
Although the Me109 had fewer guns, its two cannon
were considerably more powerful than the Spitfire's
.303 machine guns. So the two were closely
matched in combat. Later models of the Me109

Storrington in the Battle of Britain
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often carried a 250kg bomb, so did not reach full
fighter capability until this had been released.  

The German bomber fleet which engaged in the
Battle included the Messerchmitt Bf 110, a twin-
engined light bomber with fighter capabilities,
capable of high speed but lacking in acceleration
and manoeuvrability compared with the true
fighters, and the Junkers JU-88. This too was a good
aircraft, thanks to its relatively high speed and the
ability to dive out of trouble when attacked. 

As with so many battles, losses were considerable
on both sides. The Allied side, mostly comprising
RAF and Royal Canadian Air Force personnel but
with a significant number of Commonwealth and
foreign aircrew, lost 1,744 aircraft, with 1,542 aircrew
killed and 422 wounded. Civilian losses during the
period of the Battle were even greater - 14,286
killed and 20,385 injured, a statistic that brings
home the true horror of war. The German side,
including Italian pilots, lost 1,977 aircraft, with 2,585
aircrew recorded killed or missing, 735 wounded
and 925 captured.

A number of those captured German airmen were
taken in the Storrington area. The first to be shot
down - in this case on 16 August 1940 by an RAF
Spitfire from Tangmere - came down near Lee Farm,
Clapham, not far from Chantry Hill. Pilot
Oberleutnant Urban Schlaffer and co-pilot
Obergefreiter Franz Obser managed to land their
Me 110 with surprisingly little damage. 

The next Storrington German casualty occurred on
9th September, when a Messerschmitt Bf-109
fighter, flown by Oberleutnant Erwin Daig, was
brought down at Parham after coming under fire
from British fighter planes. These were first thought
to have been Spitfires but later research suggested
they were more likely a pair of Hurricanes. 

The combat in the skies above West Chiltington
and Storrington was witnessed by several residents,
including Mr Waller, head teacher at the Old School.
Daig escaped with mild bruising from his crash
landing on what is now the Parham gliding field and
was taken prisoner. His lightly-damaged plane

became something of a celebrity, as one of a
number of captured Me109s that were paraded
around the country to raise funds for the war effort.

A more serious crash occurred on 1st November
1940, the day after the Battle of Britain officially
ended, but German bombing raids had continued
after this date. A Junkers JU-88, returning to its base
in Northern France from a raid over Birmingham,
had suffered damage due to anti-aircraft fire and
gradually lost height, to the extent that it was
unlikely to have been able to clear the South
Downs. This, indeed, was what happened - it came
down in Greyfriars Lane having apparently hit and
bounced off trees on the north face of the hills near
Coldharbour. Of the four crew, three were killed
instantly, the fourth, Unteroffizer W. Knaffe, survived,
though badly injured. The plane ended up right
outside the house which later became the home of
Ron and Joan Ham (who were instrumental in
founding Storrington Museum) but was then used
as a billet for the military. 

Wreckage was strewn around the area - some
leaving marks on wooden utility poles beside the
lane which could still be clearly seen in the 1990s,
and may even still be visible today.

Over 70 years on, peacetime aviation flourishes.
We see numerous large jets in the skies circling on
their approach to Gatwick, as well as the familiar
small towing planes and the gliders from the
Parham field where the Me109 came down.
Sometimes we may even hear the distinctive Merlin
engine of one of the restored Spitfires that fly out of
Goodwood. How different from the menacing
sounds of the German aircraft sent to prepare for
Hitler’s invasion, that thankfully never happened.

Comprehensive details of these events - and more
in the Chanctonbury area - including contemporary
eye-witness accounts can be found in a small book
The Chanctonbury Crashes by Martin Mace,
published by the Historic Military Press, here in
Storrington.

Bill Thomson

Can anybody lay claim to a small painting of
Gatley’s Mill? One was lent for the recent mills
exhibition and we would like to return it to its
owner. If you can help, please leave a message
with the museum, 01903 740188, or email 
contact@storringtonmuseum.com

Captured Messerschmitt fighter on display outside
the cinema in Crawley during War Weapons Week
1941. Not the Parham Me109, but believed to be a
similar aircraft that had crashed at Faygate

Preserved Spitfire from Goodwood



Coming Soon
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Please note that all the events below are held at
the Old School, School Lane, Storrington. Talks will
start promptly at 7.30 pm. Non-members
welcome. Entrance to talks £5 (£4 for members) to
include tea/coffee and biscuits.

MONDAY 2nd SEPTEMBER 7.30pm 
A Tour Around Arundel
Talk by Martin Alderton (in Victorian costume) 
SATURDAY 21st SEPTEMBER 7.30pm
Quiz evening £10 to include home made supper;
for tickets ring 01903 743437 or 746569
MONDAY 7th OCTOBER 7.30pm 
You the Jury Talk by Barrister Peter Thompson
MONDAY 4th NOVEMBER 7.30pm On the Bottom
Talk by Neil Hunt (to be confirmed)

SATURDAY 23rd and SUNDAY 24th NOVEMBER
10am to 4pm 10th Annual Pro-Am Art Show and
Sale Free entry, home-made refreshments
MONDAY 2nd DECEMBER 7.30pm 
Story Telling Talk by Carmen Kew (with costumes)
MONDAY 6th JANUARY 7.30pm
Southdown Buses Talk by Gordon Stevenson 
MONDAY 3rd FEBRUARY 7.30pm 
The Wey & Arun Canal Talk by Richard Shenton
If anybody requires transport to any of these events,
please contact the Museum and we will do our best
to arrange a lift.
For updates to the programme and details of
other future events, keep an eye on the museum
website: www.storringtonmuseum.com

For future issues of Times Past we are always
pleased to receive articles, photographs,

memories etc. Please leave in museum, or email
items to us at 

contact@storringtonmuseum.com

The museum has on sale a number of second-
hand books about Sussex - including (at the

time of writing) Joan Ham’s Storrington
Through the Twentieth Century and Sullington
Domesday to D-Day. Please visit to view our
stock, or email us with any specific enquiries.

This issue’s old postcard from the Museum collection shows the Storrington Military Band in 1904. The band
was founded by George Trotter, an American business man and impressario, who built Gerston House (now
known as St Joseph’s Hall)


