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Storrington’s Bygone Mills
Viviane Doussy gives us an
insight into the Museum's
new exhibition, and how we
will be marking the National
Mills Weekend in May this
year.

Oh, where have all those
mills gone? The energy
harnessed in capturing

wind or water is used to drive the
millwheels, between which corn is
ground. The power it delivered
took away the toil of grinding
corn by hand quern, making life
so much easier for our past
generations.

We are celebrating our
bygone mills this year, so come
and explore with us and learn
about our local heritage.
Discover the mill sites and see
how we can piece things
together.  Let’s consider how
we could perhaps once again
dream of harnessing the power
of those natural elements for a
greener, cleaner source of
energy for our future
generations.

Between 30th March and 9th
June 2019 an exciting new
mills exhibition at the

Storrington Museum is open on Wed & Sat 10-4pm
and on Sundays 10-1pm as per the usual museum
opening hours.  You will see old pictures and
descriptions of the mills that were once found in
and around Storrington.  To coincide with the UK’s
national mills weekend two further special events
are being organised, see page 3.
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Images of Storrington’s Bygone Mills
Water Mills Wind Mills

Chantry Watermill - in Chantry Lane TQ 093 138 White Windmill at Sullington Warren TQ 097 143

Hurston Mill - in Hurston Lane TQ 074 160 Black Windmill - in Kithurst Lane TQ 081 141

Byne Watermill - at the Storrington pond TQ 086 145 Byne Windmill - on Spion Kop TQ 089 145
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On Saturday 11th May 2019: Come and join us for a
circular guided walk starting and ending at the
Museum where refreshments and facilities will be on
offer between 10am - 4pm. The walks will take the
form of a nostalgic heritage trail to link up the sites
of the wind and watermills around Storrington.  

Not much is left, but come and see for yourself
exactly where the great mills once stood as sentinels
in our landscape.  Join us either at 10.30am or at
2pm for an amble of 2-3 miles maximum (with
options to bail out along the way).

On Sunday 12th May 2019: Come and join us for a
peek around Hurston Mill. The owners, Viv & Tony
are opening their doors to the public for the first
time.  This is a picturesque corner on the River Stor
where an overshot corn watermill existed between
1042 and 1911.  Parking is available at the site on
Hurston Lane RH20 2EW and refreshments will be
available throughout the day. 

Further details from Viviane on:
Email: viv.doussy@outlook.com   
Mobile 07796 261-296   Tel 01903 741-446.

When her husband (Sir James Brisbane)
died in Australia in 1826, soon after the
deaths of her mother and stepfather (Mary

and Henry Frankland) in Chichester, Lady Jemima
Brisbane seems to have fled from all her memories
in Chichester, taking her daughters (then aged 23
and 25 years) initially to London and then, in
December 1827, to Tunbridge Wells where she
rented a house. Her son, James Stuart, was not
normally with them because he was serving in the
Royal Navy. There is no evidence that she ever
returned to Chichester.

This sudden move seems a very emotional
response but Lady Brisbane was generally very
practical and clear-headed. She stood up very well
(with help from Mary and Henry Frankland) to the
High Court action required when major legal
documents were destroyed by flooding, and also to
the flooding of Drayton Marshes and the death of
her son. Although she was a very wealthy lady, she
lived frugally and watched her investments carefully.
When her mother died in 1824 the Trust that was
set up in Jemima's Marriage Settlement was
triggered so that she could enjoy the income on the
£8,670 9s 10d invested in 3% Consols and also the
rent from Drayton Marshes. (l have checked today's
value of that £8, 670 and it seems to be £744,953).

When her husband died in 1826 she inherited a
further £15,923 1s 9d in 3% Consols plus £9,247 18s
11d in cash. indeed, there may have been other
properties that she inherited, including perhaps
their house in Chichester and also "the Indian and
other foreign possessions" which she referred to in
a letter to her solicitor Mant in September 1827.
James' Will left all of this to "my dear wife Jemima"
but provided that, on her death, his two daughters
should each receive £8,000 in 3% Consols, with "my

excellent son James Stuart Brisbane" receiving the
remainder plus his plate, books, silver, furniture,
watch chain and seal.

Following her husband's death, Lady Brisbane
signed an Affidavit in September 1827 because he
had made his Will hurriedly on board ship on 8th
September1826 before he died. In his haste, he had
forgotten to include some bequests to a sister and
nieces that he had told both his wife and son he
wished to include. Jemima had to swear that her son
was at sea and couldn't therefore provide an
Affidavit but that James' wishes had been "verbally
communicated" to them both, although there was
nothing in writing to confirm it.

Lady Brisbane clearly didn't believe in living on her
capital but even managed foreign holidays on the
income from her various investments. There was an
arrangement for Mant to make twice yearly
payments into her account at Coutts Bank for this
purpose. In September 1829 she wrote to Mant
saying that they were going to France via Brighton
and would therefore need funds at the end of
October "and I hope you will have a small amount
for me." 0n her return she wrote "l have an empty
purse and hope you can fill it" In May 1830 she
wrote thanking him for £224 4s 1d and this sort of
payment continued throughout her life.

While Lady Brisbane was happy to rely on Mant to
provide her living expenses in this way, she liked to
be more proactive in her investments, watching the
interest paid and choosing to invest in mortgages
for people living in the Storrington area. This must
have been a very unusual investment strategy for a
Victorian lady. Neither her mother nor her step-
father (or her husband) had invested in mortgages
and so this was something very new to her. It seems
to have begun in August 1832 when she asked

National Mills Weekend, May 2019

A Victorian Lady's Finances
The fourth instalment of Hilary Langley’s investigations into the papers recovered from the
Mant solicitors practice in West Street, Storrington, continuing wit the affairs of Jemima,
Lady Brisbane.
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Mant if he could recommend an alternative
investment for the £600 in Exchequer Bills which
had produced only £13 11s 6d interest the previous
year. He obviously suggested a mortgage because
she replied saying "l would be very happy to let the
respectable person at Henfield have it at 41/2%".
Thereafter, in September 1833, Mant wrote that he
had invested £2,000 in the estate of George Moore
in Thakeham. In a letter of December 1833 Jemima
noted that Balchin's interest arrears had been paid
before the Principal and asked Mant to recommend
an investment of £2,000 for her daughters as "the
high price of 3% Consols is very discouraging." In
1834 Mant told her that Randall was selling his
estate but he knew of another security for the
£2,000 and in 1842 her letter showed that £7 4s
interest was paid on the mortgage on Smith's
house, Worthing and that she had been repaid £500
when G Holden sold his property. The letters we
have may well not be complete but it seems that
Jemima built up quite a portfolio of mortgages. She
never experienced the risks involved but these
became apparent after her death.

Apart from having a keen eye for investments,
Jemima was also a very tough employer. After hiring
a maid (Franny James) in London and paying her
fare to Tunbridge Wells she sacked her after only
nine weeks for carelessness, paid her wages but
refused to pay her coach fare back to London
because that was not part of their agreement.
Unknown to her, Franny's father worked for a
solicitor who took on her case, writing to Jemima "l
hope you will pay so that nothing unpleasant may
happen." Mant thought this was hilarious, writing to

Jemima "Who would have thought you would ever
have a lawyer's dunning letter for payment!" but, on
his advice, she paid the ten shillings required.

When her son died, he only left £48 15s 6d
because he had not yet inherited from his father but
everything that he was due to inherit on Lady
Brisbane's death now needed to be shared between
his sisters. in addition, the Trustees for her Marriage
Settlement had either died or wished to resign. in
1846 Jemima therefore drew up a new Agreement
appointing her two daughters as the Trustees but
then in 1848, because her eldest daughter was
getting married, she replaced it with another
Agreement, this time appointing her youngest
daughter (Emily) and the Rev John Hurt Barber as
Trustees and making them responsible not only for
the property she had inherited from her father
(£8,667 15s 8d in 3% Consols, £853 15s 9d for the
sale of part of the Drayton Marshes to the Railways
plus the remainder of the Drayton Marshes) but also
for what she had inherited from her husband -
£15,923 1s 9d in 3% Consols, £6,600 cash and the
remainder of his estate. Although Jemima did not
live on her capital, it is interesting that the cash
assigned to the Trustees had reduced considerably
from the £9,247 18s 11d that her husband left when
he died. Perhaps the difference, plus £1,250 she
inherited from Mrs Garrett in 1832, was used to fund
some of her mortgages!

Finally, Lady Brisbane organised a Marriage
Settlement between her daughter (Jemima Mary)
who was then aged forty seven and Sir James John
Gordon Bremer who was only twelve years younger
than Lady Brisbane's husband and was then aged

sixty two. In view of their ages, this does not
seem a particularly good marriage but
perhaps Lady Brisbane, who was unwell,
wanted to see her daughter married before
she died. The marriage took place on 8
February 1848 and, in the Settlement, Jemima
transferred to a Trust administered by four
Trustees her half of everything she and her
sister would inherit when their mother died,
while Bremer transferred to the Trust his
estate in Devon called 'The Priory', a £3,000
mortgage held on the manor of Hampton Gay
in Oxford and all the contents of the Priory.
Everything under the Trust was assigned to
Jemima Mary on his death but, when she died,
everything would be divided between the
children - he already had five! It is very hard
to believe that Bremer's children were happy
with this arrangement, particularly as Bremer
died only two years after the marriage - on
14th February 1850.

Jemima Mary (Lady Bremer) was still trying
to sort out Bremer's estate when Lady
Brisbane died on 29"'January 1852 and she
left her sister Emily to deal with their mother's
estate.

Hampton Gay Manor, in Oxfordshire, was the focal point of
a now-abandoned village. The manor was destroyed by fire
in 1887, the local legend being that this was as a result of a
curse imposed when the then occupants refused to give
shelter to the victims of a train crash on the nearby Great
Western Railway Cherwell line. One of the worst in British
history, the crash, which happened on Christmas Eve 1874,
saw 34 dead and 69 injured
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Mulberry House
Our talk following the Museum Annual
General Meeting this year was given by Alan
Spencer, about Mulberry House - one of
Storrington’s major houses. Mary Wilson
compiled this summary from Alan’s research.

Mulberry House is a building most of us
see regularly and walk past, not knowing
anything about it. Alan had found it hard

to discover much about this elegant building on the
north side of The Square. He approached the
occupants unsuccessfully. The Land Registry was not
started early enough. So he went to Sussex Records
Office and, after all the preliminary form-filling,
began his search among the maps of our area.

The first map Alan found showing Mulberry House
was from 1788. The house had substantial land
attached to it from The Square to the River Stor, and
included a malthouse. It was the property of Francis
Sandham who as a J. was probably a wealthy
person. He had acquired it in 1781. The tithe map of
1841 shows that the dwelling had been enlarged,
probably by Francis Sandham, and was owned by
Thomas Philip Dennet, a surgeon, who owned more
property in the church area. Previous to Thomas
Dennet’s occupancy the house, gardens, and
Brewhouse, had been acquired by 1805, by John
Hughes, a brewer, passing to Richard Challon in
1818, who let it to a G. Bypass. By 1821 it was in the
hands of Thomas Dennet, who erected a wall on the
east side forming, with the malthouse along the
river, a separate area which is now Brewers Yard.

The building on the south east of the land was
rented to Miss Hughes as a shop. In the 1841
census George Gates, a brewer, rented the
malthouse and cottage. T. P. Dennet died in 1850

and Mulberry House and garden was bought by
Philip Carter, a draper, and Miss Hughes’ shop was
bought by James Churchell, a shoemaker. At one
time apparently there was a blacksmith's and a
wheelwrights’ in Mulberry House grounds, maybe
before it was developed into a proper ‘town house’,
that is between 1841 and 1871.

When Messrs Carter and Churchell lived and
shared the Malthouse area they had many
disagreements about rights of way and
maintenance, and that small area got quite a bad
name among local people.

Today’s Mulberry House occupies the western
segment of the original plot. The land runs from The
Square, along Back Lane (now North Street) as far as
the future chapel wall, and then north to line up
with the malthouse boundary in Brewers Yard, as
seen in the 1876 map (area 366).

Around 1877 Charles Botting came to live in
Mulberry House. He (or his workmen) had dug up
the famous crock of coins on Upper Chancton Farm
that ‘the ghost’ had been looking for for many
years. The house was owned by his uncle, William
Bird, who left the property to Mr Botting’s daughter
Ada. She married a Mr Tickner (station master at
Pulborough and later at Victoria in London), so the
house was let to Captain Stocker in 1902. He owned
Dalmatians and was not related to the Storrington
Stockers who are still with us. He let it in 1907 to
Maude Petre. Miss Petre later bought the house
from Mrs Tickner and lived there, possibly till 1932.
When she left, the house was bought by Mr Harkiss
and converted by him to offices. During the War the
Food Office was on the ground floor, and produce
was sold from a wooden hut in one corner of the
front garden. In 1946 Barclays Bank had its office
there, also the Halifax Building Society. Then various

estate agents, accountants, and solicitors
took it over.

Of all the residents of Mulberry House,
the best known is Miss Maude Petre. She
was a very active and caring person at the
centre of village life. She was a moving
force in the creation of the Women’s
Institute in Storrington, and of the Village
Hall. She had a cottage hospital in
Mulberry House grounds in 1913, possibly
the same place she had converted for her
friend Father Tyrell in 1907.

Mulberry House now lacks the
nightingales remembered by Florence
Greenfield’s mother, but remains at the
centre of village life, with seats outside its
wall for the general public, which Maude
Petre probably would have approved of,
Despite its commercial use, it is still a
quietly elegant town house.

An old postcard of Mulberry House. probably while still in the
ownership of Maude Petre (the correct pronunciation of whose
name is ‘Peter’ rather than ‘Peetrie’)
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Recently I obtained a couple of small framed
paintings of Storrington, one depicting High
Street (East Street) and the other the Parish

Church, with the Old School to the side. Although
similar in style to some of the prints of Old
Storrington on sale at the museum, these were quite
different images. The artist was named as 'H.E.
Simmons' - not a name familiar to us at the
museum.

At first we thought the Storrington paintings were
framed postcards, but further
investigation showed they were
printed on photographic paper,
about 4in x 3in, and appear to
have been professionally
mounted and framed. 

Quite by chance, when
researching material for our Mills
exhibition, we discovered that
although the Simmons name may
not have been recorded in the
museum index, or on any list of
known artists, H.E. Simmons
means a great deal to mill
historians.

The Mills Archive website
records that Herbert Edward
Sydney Simmons, known to his
friends as Syd, was born at
Washington, Sussex in 1901. As a
young man he joined the Cyclist's

Touring Club, spending his weekends and holidays
cycling in the country. 

His travels around the local countryside awakened
a lifelong interest in windmills and watermills. As his
journeys took him further from Sussex, he amassed
a considerable archive of information on, and
photographs of, mills. 

In 1931 he toured Kent photographing mills, in
1932 he went to East Anglia, and continued this
exercise until the outbreak of war. He collected
many photographs of wind and water mills, and this
continued throughout the 1930s. Many of these
photographs were sold as postcards.

Before WW2, Syd had been employed by the
Ministry of Defence. He enlisted in the RAF, and was

Herbert Simmons, mill historian
Two small paintings of Storrington
presented a conundrum, but the answer
came to light through research of the local
mills.

‘Storrington’ by H.E. Simmons

‘St Mary’s Church’ by H.E. Simmons

Herbert ‘Syd’ Simmons 
(with acknowledgments to Mills
Archive)
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You may not know
that the present
Amberley Road,

between the roundabout
by the present Esso
petrol station and
Houghton Bridge, has
only existed for about
200 years. This may seem
like a long time, but
compared with most of
our roads, based on far
more ancient routes, it is
a mere youngster.

The original route ran
through Parham, via
Rackham and Amberley
to the River Arun. It was
very badly kept, which

prompted local dignitaries to subscribe
to a new turnpike, or toll

road, replacing the
route through
Parham and
continuing past
Arundel to the Balls
Hut, a former inn at
Fontwell, by the

present-day racecourse, demolished in the 1990s
when the bypass was built. 

Toll houses were built at Storrington - ‘Paygate’ by
the end of the present Clay’s Lane - Houghton
Bridge and Fontwell, 

This postcard, telling some of the story of the
road, was produced for the Turnpike Shop, which
occupied the Houghton Bridge toll house, and is
now a private residence.

Amberley Road

stationed in Warwickshire and various parts of East
Anglia, adding to his collection of material. 

His ambition was to record "everything to do with
mills in the British Isles." 

Although this task was too great even for such a
fervent enthusiast as Syd, nevertheless he amassed a
vast amount of material. Naturally the South East
provided most of his collection, his home county of
Sussex in particular, although East Anglia and
Lincolnshire were also thoroughly researched. He
worked closely with other mill enthusiasts,
continuing his interest up to his death in 1973 at
Shoreham-by-Sea. Although his intended book on
Sussex windmills was never completed, his vast
collection, now divided between the Science
Museum and the archives of English Heritage,
continues to provide a useful resource for today's
mill enthusiasts.

His sketch maps of mill locations are particularly
valuable, so many sites (as with most of
Storrington's mills) having completely disappeared
since the 1930s.

As can be seen, he was an accomplished
watercolourist, but it is for his mill photographs
rather than his local street scenes that H.E.S.
Simmons will be long remembered.

Bill Thomson
Sketch plan by H.E.S. Simmons, titled ‘Storrington
Chiltington Road Mill’, dated 17 February 1935

We have a few more copies of the ‘History of the Old School in Storrington’,
available from the Museum. We have managed to keep the price down to
£6. When stocks are exhausted we will still be able to obtain copies to order,
but the price will have to rise to around £8.
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The Museum and Social Media

Please note that all the events below are held at
the Old School, School Lane, Storrington. Talks will
start promptly at 7.30 pm. Non-members
welcome. Entrance to talks £5 (£4 for members) to
include tea/coffee and biscuits.

SATURDAY 23rd MARCH 7.30pm
MUSEUM QUIZ EVENING With quiz supremo Eunice
Allen. Tables of six - form your own team, or come
along and we will find table partners for you. 
£10 per head, to include home-made supper. For
more information or to book  tickets please call
01903 743337 or 746569.

SATURDAY 30th MARCH Mills Exhibition opens.
MONDAY 1st APRIL 7.30pm
Wind in the Willows (with reference to Edwardian
times) Talk by Mark Perry-Nash.

SATURDAY 11th /SUNDAY 12th MAY
MILLS WEEKEND - see page 3.
MONDAY 13th MAY 7.30pm
An Evening with Rupert Toovey, from Toovey’s
Auctioneers, Washington. With the possibility of a
number of valuations.
SATURDAY 22nd JUNE Rydon School1940-2018
Exhibition opens. 
MONDAY 2nd SEPTEMBER 7.30pm A Tour Around
Arundel Talk by Martin Alderton. 

If anybody requires transport to any of these events,
please contact the Museum and we will do our best
to arrange a lift.
For updates to the programme and details of
other future events, keep an eye on the museum
website: www.storringtonmuseum.com

For future issues of Times Past we are always
pleased to receive articles, photographs,

memories etc. Please leave in museum, or email
items to us at 

contact@storringtonmuseum.com

The museum has on sale a number of second-
hand books about Sussex - including (at the

time of writing) the original Sussex volume of
the Pevsner ‘Buildings of England’ series, and

the A272 book. Please visit to view our stock, or
email us with any specific enquiries.

The museum has, for a long time, been
conscious of the need to increase local
awareness. However much we advertise our

events and exhibitions, all too many people locally
seem not even to know that Storrington and the
surrounding villages has a museum. We have a
website, but not many visitors it seems.

We are always being told that Social Media is the
way forward. For many years there have been
Facebook pages for Storrington Museum, but they
have not been kept up to date, or looked at very
much. One problem is that various
administrators over the years have lost the
login details, so although we can post on
the pages we have little control over them. 

So we tried a bold new approach. A new
Facebook page was created - Bygone
Storrington. We deliberately avoided using
the ‘M’ word, with its connotations of
boring, stuffy, showcases, following the lead
of other towns which seem to attract a lot of
memories, which is turn bring out yet more
recollection. It was slow to take off, and on
the advice of one of the page’s followers,
earlier this year we converted the ‘page’ into

a ‘group’. I have no idea how, but within a few days
of launching the group it had over 100 members,
and has steadily attracted more people - at the time
of writing there are well over 300. 

As well as providing lively discussion about the
recent (last 40-50 years) past, we hope it can
provide a valuable resource of information for the
future, as well as attract more people to act as
volunteers. It has proved there is a great deal of
interest in our past. Search for us on Facebook -
‘Bygone Storrington Group’.


