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Times Past - 50th Edition
TThhiiss iiss tthhee 5500tthh eeddiittiioonn of Times Past and

reading through early issues brings home
how far the Museum has come since

1999.  These days our greatest challenge is to
raise the funds we need to keep the Museum
open to the public and at the same time
maintain and improve our standards.  It is
easy to lose sight of the fact that those early
volunteers fought a much greater battle to
establish the Museum in the first place and,
despite modern day problems,
it is so important to keep faith
with their tremendous
achievement.

Early issues of Times Past
chart their progress: in June
1999 (issue 1) a Committee had
been formed under
Chairmanship of David
Garrett, and Friends of
Storrington Museum had been
launched.  There was a
‘support list’ of 250 members.   

But there were no premises
yet. The Parish Council decided
(issue 2 September 1999) to
purchase the freehold of 13
Church Street, but by issue 3

(January 2000) this had been abandoned in
favour of "the exclusive use of the Hooper
Downer Hall at The Old School".  

Issue 4 the following April carried the
momentous announcement that the Museum
would open to the public on 24th April 2000.  It
is hard to imagine what this must have meant
to everyone involved in those early days. 

It had been a long journey from 1946 when a
local resident, Mrs. Davison, left money and

curios to the Parish Council
with the instruction that they
were to form the nucleus of a
local museum. 

In coming issues of Times
Past, as a tribute to the
achievements of those founder
members, we will repeat some
of the articles that have
appeared over the years,
starting with an article from
2003 on "The Museum
Collection" by Joan Ham, which
she has kindly given us
permission to reproduce here,
and which clearly illustrates
how the Museum collection
gradually came into being.

The Old School, Storrington,
home to the Museum today

Editorial Team: Cliff Wilks, Patricia Wilks, Stuart Duncan
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Our series of article  reprints
celebrating 50 issues of Times Past
begins with a piece by Joan Ham,
from 12 years ago, but which is as
valid today as it was then.

WWhheenn wwee ooppeenneedd iinn AApprriill 22000000,, a great
many of the things on display came
from the homes and shops of the

Greenfield family, who (thankfully) seem to
have been endowed with an appreciation of the
value of their local history, culminating in
Florrie's two books reliving the past.

Greenfield's, of course, was the local
emporium which served the district for nearly
130 years.  They supplied everything people
needed from the cradle to the grave, and threw
very little away. Their shops spanned the days
of horse-drawn carts and supplies of certain
things coming up-river to be collected at
Houghton, the days of oil lamps, gas lamps and
finally, electricity; they saw the end of earth
closets and the regular horse and cart that
came round at night to empty cesspits and
buckets, and the installation of mains water
and sewage.  Among their historic paperwork
was the very first cheque ever written for the
firm, and the cheque for £1,840.16.0d. that
purchased 3 Church Street, at one time Duke's
Shoeing Forge (we now have that cheque in the
museum, together with a splendid
commissioned painting of the house by Jack
Bramham.)

We were also left the lovely collection of
paintings, many commissioned by the family
from local artists like Jack Bramham, 
C.J. Taylor and Vivian Rolt, who built The
Studio at the top of Manley's Hill. 

There were the domestic artefacts and
personal belongings, like Margaret Greenfield's
riding and skating boots, her mother's delicate
leather gloves with the finger stretchers and
thin-necked powder flask that made these fine,
tight-fitting gloves easier to put on. There was
a pretty little medal bird mounted on a G-
clamp, which had a spring that opened its
beak.  What on earth could that be? We found
that it was a needlework aid, which clamped to
the edge of a table and the beak could hold one
end of a piece of needlework, and a tiny cup on

the bird's back once had a little pin-cushion on
it. We have Laura Greenfield's ivory-backed
dressing table set with her monogram. From
the gentlemen of the family there were other
little items, an engraved brass tobacco tamper
for their pipes, matchbox holders for both red-
topped matches and safety matches, carefully
crafted with striking surfaces. With an eye to
security, we found a hefty polished truncheon
which "father" always kept on the bedpost in
case of burglars.

The Greenfield family were staunch
supporters of their parish church, serving as
churchwardens and singing in the choir.  We
have the lovely illuminated testimonial to
Charles Greenfield, churchwarden, 1895-1920
and the well-preserved black hat with its
original leather case and velvet "polisher"
which the funeral director wore - this was
passed to whoever was in charge at the time.
The Greenfield family bible with the family
names carefully inscribed inside is also part of
the collection.

The other Storrington emporium in the late
19th century was Hope's in Commercial House
beside the White Horse. In 1891 it suffered a
disastrous fire and was burnt out. The
Greenfields of the day offered every assistance
to the Hope family, and in gratitude, were
presented with a lovely tea service decorated
with an illustration of High Street from Hope's
shop down to the stream on each piece.  The

The Museum Collection
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tea service was used by the family for many
years, suffering the usual breakages of china in
daily use, until only a few pieces were left.
These were carefully preserved by Florrie and
Margaret and are now in our care, representing
not only the story of an old family business, but
also preserving on teaplates and saucers a
visual image of the High Street that has long
vanished.

Photography was a very early interest, and
we have a fine archive of Greenfield images,
from glass plates to family photos, local
postcard views, which the family firm
published and sold, and Florrie's superb
collection of photos from Mr. Drewett's glass
plates, all splendidly captioned with copious
information, a priceless acquisition for any
local history museum.

The Greenfields were always prominent in
local affairs, the Parish Council, the Fire
Brigade, the Village Hall management, the
Benefit Nursing Society, and we have some
fascinating collections of documents and books
which throw much light on these various
organisations.

Another early contributor of artefacts was
Audrey Cripps, who was a Fire Brigade
telephonist during WWII and who rescued
some of Charles Mant's effects when he died.
These included a collection of badges revealing
his many interests, from his time in the Army
Veterinary Corps, the Goodwood race meetings,
the Fire Brigade and dog shows. We have also
acquired in recent months the lovely little
chromed Fireman figure which Charles Mant
had fitted to the bonnet of every car he ever
owned.  It is believed to be one of only two such
figures in the whole country. Most recently, we
have received the wartime service book and
other documents of her husband, Ron Cripps,
when he served in the R.A.F.

The shop now known as French Connection
was the home and business of another of
Storrington's early entrepreneurs, Abner Soffe.
He was a shoemender, but saw the much
greater potential of his shop in the centre of
the village.  He turned the premises (which he
had built in 1914) into a sweet shop, ice cream
parlour, tea shop with Storrington's first
lavatory for the use of customers, bed and
breakfast, and at that time when cycling was a
great popular pastime he had the Cyclist
Touring Club sign on the shop wall. The story
goes that people sometimes asked to use the
lavatory after having their tea in another of the
village teashops, to be told in no uncertain
manner to "go" where they had bought their
tea!

A well-known figure as she cycled around the
village was Miss Worsdell, whose bicycle not
only carried her, but also posters back and
front supporting various causes in which she
was passionately involved, leaflets which she
delivered, and often her violin, which she
played with well-known national orchestras.
That violin, sometimes left in her bicycle
basket while she attended to her affairs,
sometimes absentmindedly left on buses and
trains, was returned to her by the police on
several occasions. After her death, we were
told, it fetched a great deal of money!  

The bicycle is now the centrepiece of the high
shelf in the museum, with Miss Worsdell's
photo underneath. There are many stories in
the articles on display in our museum.  They
are all part of our local history archive, and
this is why it is so important that when people
donate things to us, we obtain as much
information about them and the people who
used them as we can. We want our museum to
be a living part of the district, not just a store
for things no longer used.
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Eric Hues 26th January 1924 - 5th September 2015

IItt iiss wwiitthh ggrreeaatt rreeggrreett that we
learn of the death of Eric Hues.
Eric was born in Storrington

and attended the Old School where
he enjoyed sports, especially foot-
ball which was organised by Mr
Waller, the head teacher. During
the Second World War Eric served
with the REME in North Africa. 

The Museum is in debt to Eric for
the local knowledge and support he
gave the Museum, sharing his

photographs and memories through
exhibitions of village and school life.
We will miss his great sense of
humour, and he will be greatly
missed by his many friends at the
Museum.

We send his wife Enid and family
our very sincere condolences. Eric’s
family has asked for donations in
his memory to be made towards the
museum, a gesture for which we are
extremely grateful. Eric Hues, 1924-2015



The Uppertons:

TThhee ddooccuummeennttss concerning the Upperton
family show the real danger to family
landholdings if one of the heirs is a

spendthrift.  It is not clear why Luke Upperton
needed such enormous loans - he does not seem
to have used them to buy property - but they
proved to be far too much for him and in the
end the lands were sold to Henry Baker.  The
amounts borrowed were very high for an
ordinary person in the 19th century.  Luke's
father (John Upperton) had acquired quite a
significant landholding by buying land
(formerly Taylors) for £30, paying land tax for
a farm called Houghton Bridge plus 20 acres in
Amberley but nearly coming unstuck when he
needed a mortgage in 1815 for £2,484.  This
amount however was quickly repaid.  

His heir (Luke) was his youngest son but
very quickly his borrowings began, with a loan
of £2,000 secured against all his estate.  He
was lucky because he was granted lands under
the Enclosure Acts, including South Mead and
The Wish (11 acres, 1 rood and 26 perches) all
of which were soon mortgaged.  He then
borrowed £1,500 from the Humphreys against
lands not previously documented (Great
Bosdeane, Little Bosdeane, Road Field and
Wish Mead) as well as land on Wish plus a
large number of other properties including the
Rackham Mill, a Blacksmith's shop and a Brick
Kiln.  In addition he borrowed a further
£1,777.7s.6d. from Robert Upperton and John
Upperton.  Finally, in December 1853, it seems
that Luke was forced to sell most of his lands
to Henry Baker of Petworth for £1,550.  Luke
was clearly disgruntled about this because he
did not produce the deeds for this sale until
24th December 1863!  There are no documents
concerning Henry Baker apart from this
purchase from Luke.  What a sad end due to
too much borrowing!

The Elliotts and the Humphreys:

TThheessee ttwwoo ffaammiilliieess provided a real
contrast to Luke Upperton's profligate
ways. The Elliotts held on to the lands

acquired from Polly Clough (formerly Butler) in
1787.  They comprised 81/2 acres in North
Mead, 1 acre and a cottage in Mullen's Garden,
3 acres and 2 cottages in Amberley, and a
cottage and 4 acres-plus in Rackham. They
held on to this and in 1829 they also secured 1
acre plus in Houghton. Thereafter they
retained their properties until, in 1837,
following Edward Elliott's death, his executors
sold his properties to Henry Humphrey and
Catherine Brown. 

The Humphreys did not mind lending money
if it was secured on property but they did not
believe in borrowing themselves except to buy
further property. In 1832 Henry Humphrey
purchased 3 acres in East Common, 1 acre-plus
in North Mead, and 1 acre-plus in what was
formerly West Field and which included a
windmill. Four years later the Humphreys
gave the £2,500 loan to Luke Upperton which
was secured on Luke' properties, and Henry
Humphrey then obtained a £600 loan on some
of his properties but recovered enough to buy,
on 23rd December 1837, 12 acres-plus in North
Meadow, 61/2 acres in North Mead, 1 acre
called Mullins Garden, 5 acres-plus in Low
Brooks and 9 acres-plus in West Field. For this
purpose he was lent £1,000 by Catherine
Brown but repaid it.  Five years later he
bought land and two cottages in what was
formerly Bishops Acre, and 13 years after this
he paid £42 for an orchard called Scots Garden
and land called Summers. Moreover, Henry
Humphrey and his heirs were wise enough to
buy from the Ecclesiastical Commission the
freehold of all, or nearly all, of his properties -
removing them from the insecurities of
leasehold.

The last issue of Times Past carried an article based on records
bequeathed to the Museum by Akermans, the Solicitors, when they left
Storrington.  The documents date back to the 18th century and are in very
poor condition but painstaking work on them by Hilary Langley, who is a
keen historian and, luckily, a Museum Steward, has provided fascinating
information on several local landowning families in Amberley.  In this
second part of her article, Hilary Langley follows three of those families:

Landowning in Amberley
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One problem for landowners like the
Humphreys was worries caused by tenants
working on their land. Henry Humphrey
sought advice from his solicitor about the way
his tenant - John Pepper - was treating his
land. In particular he seemed to be worried
that his land was being damaged and that
trees were being cut without authorisation.
This was all resolved when John Pepper was
given a 7 year lease - with the right to buy for
£3,500 during that period - on land which
included an engine house and engine, quarries,
kiln and wharves to bring coal in. John Pepper
was clearly quarrying for chalk.

Hilary made this comment about her research
- printed in the last issue but reprinted here:
It is amazing that while the documents given
to the Museum are in many places almost
illegible, it is still possible to reconstruct the
story of landholdings in Amberley, because so
many of the documents were cross-referenced
to others. Every time there were major sales of
property the solicitors compiled "Abstracts of
Title" which summarised every sale and
mortgage affecting the property. Nevertheless
problems with the documents may have caused
inaccuracies in this article of which I am
unaware - for which, many apologies.
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Dr. Finlay and the Crusader's Tomb

SSoommee tthhiirrttyy yyeeaarrss aaggoo our Sunday evening
viewing was dominated by a series called
‘Dr. Finlay's Casebook’.  For several

years, each programme concerned two men - a
young and headstrong physician and his senior
partner - a dour character who loved violins,
angling, and a "wee dram" at the end of a tiring
day in Tannochbrae. The two men were cleverly
juxtaposed: Finlay felt that his more recent
training entitled him to question any older
doctor who adhered to long established
practices, while Cameron urged caution and
drew heavily upon his experience of people and
their canny ways.  Subsidiary characters
included the splendid housekeeper, Janet. And
the town M.O.H., Dr. Snoddie, whose
disqualifications in Finlay's eyes included the
fact that he was a Lowlander from the Borders.

Their mutual dislike began when an outbreak
of typhoid fever was traced, by Finlay, to the
milking parlour of a well-respected farmer.
Vindicated, Finlay's contempt for accepted
medical methods grew apace and brought many
confrontations with Snoddie and other - in
Finlay's view - expendable physicians.  Episode
after episode saw him facing towering
problems, both professional and personal.  He
saved the life of a still-born child by plunging it
into cold then hot water. He blew up a water-

main that was delivering disease to a poor
district. He finished an emergency amputation
in a coal mine after a roof-fall had shattered
his remaining supply of ether. Such skill and
courage made for a growing bond of friendship
between Finlay (played by Bill Simpson) and
Cameron (Andrew Cruikshank).

No doubt some readers may be asking what
the above is doing in Times Past.  The
explanation is that ‘Finlay’ was, in real life, the
autobiographical name of Archibald Joseph
Cronin who lived in Sullington for some years
before the Second World War, at the Old
Rectory there. He purchased the house from
the Revd Sydney le Mesurier, (father of actor,
John, who played Sgt Wilson in ‘Dad's Army’).
The le Mesuriers moved to a smaller home on
the Washington Road.

The Cronins had come to Sullington hoping to
escape the pressures that go with celebrity
status; the fame that attends the writer of
stories that earned many re-prints and
translations into many languages. His first
book, "Hatters Castle" was written while
Cronin was recovering from duodenal ulcers.
The script was rescued by his wife from a
waste-heap where Cronin had thrown it after
receiving many rejection slips. By 1935, when
Cronin's autobiography - ‘Adventures in Two

From the very beginning Philip Beaumont was deeply involved with
Storrington Museum. He was a founder member, Chair for a period, and
as Copy Editor of Times Past in the early days he was a prolific contributor
to the newsletter. This is one of his articles - dating back to 2003 - about a
famous resident, A. J. Cronin.



Worlds’ - was published, the much-loved novel
had achieved 29 re-prints.

Cronin's hopes for a quiet life in sleepy
Sussex never materialised. His family's joy
soon passed as invitations began to pour into
the Old Rectory for public appearances and
charitable activities. At first he wrote glowingly
of his new home: "… a Georgian rectory with
great charm and character, an old-world
garden, age-mellowed out-buildings, and a
glorious view of the downs".  Glowing also were
his comments on Canon Palmer, although it is
unlikely that they ever met, "… the reverend
gentleman was matched in eccentricity by 
his … lady".  

Perhaps Cronin wanted to create a dynasty
as had the Palmers. But it was not to be. "If I
had expected to enjoy a measure of seclusion,
isolated by the privacy of my new estate, I was
rudely undeceived. The new world in which I
found myself was more frantic than the old.
Upon such a one come requests to open welfare
centres, garden fetes and charity bazaars, to
speak at club breakfasts, gala dinners, to
broadcast for charitable institution". The list
goes on.  Joan Ham in her ‘Sullington -
Domesday to D-Day’, tells us that Cronin must
write 5,000 words a day to keep up with
demand for his books. He resented any
interference with this, even asking Farmer
Heckes to remove his sheep as they distracted
him!

One of his minor novels was ‘The Crusader's
Tomb’, no doubt inspired by the effigy just

inside the church door and a gentle walk from
his office at the Rectory. The knight who lies
there, much the worse for centuries of wear
and tear, is probably one of the de Coverts who
had been granted the manor in 1316. Joan
suggests that the story contains some thinly-
disguised Sullingtonians. This is, of course, a
ploy often used by desperate writers, but one
wonders if such a prickly and reclusive man as
Cronin was would have met many locals.

A succession of literary triumphs followed
‘Hatters Castle’, notably ‘The Citadel’, an
unprecedented attack upon the medical
establishment, the GMC and those
"fashionable" doctors and specialists who had,
in Cronin's eyes, sold their principles to the
highest bidders. Almost every story had its
origins in the author's own experiences in his
"two worlds" but as these dwindled he returned
increasingly to the Catholic faith which he had
largely deserted in his golden years. His
themes became religious rather than medical -
his heroes priests instead of doctors. But the
format remained the same - the young rebel at
odds with smug and comfortable bureaucrats.

Did Cronin ever, anywhere, find the isolation
that had eluded him in Sullington? He
certainly enjoyed his first taste of New England
where "in the gold and scarlet autumn, we
purchased a house in Connecticut and settled
down for good". But not, maybe, for good,
because A. J. Cronin writer, doctor, and Dr.
Finlay to millions, died as a tax-exile in
Switzerland in 1981. He was 84.

The Crusader’s Tomb in Sullington Church - believed to be the inspiration for an A.J. Cronin
novel. Picture by Joan Ham
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Stuart Duncan recently undertook
another sponsored walk in aid of
Storrington Museum, raising over
£700 for Museum funds.

SSttuuaarrtt DDuunnccaann''ss sponsored walk on 8th
August to raise funds for Storrington
Museum was quite a family affair. On a

perfect summer day he walked 26 miles around
the perimeter of the area covered by
Storrington and District Museum, accompanied
by his brother-in-law John, with his wife Sue
and sister Caroline joining them for part of the
walk. 

Back in the Museum Stuart's nephew and
two sons kept in touch with the walkers on a
computer screen and plotted their progress on
a map of the area.

When Stuart and John arrived back in the
afternoon there was a cheerful crowd to wel-
come them and enjoy tea and home-made
cakes, and the happy atmosphere reflected
everyone's pleasure in Stuart's achievement in
raising over £700. It is not too late to con-
tribute, so with luck the final figure could be
even higher. 

Stuart said: "I was really pleased and encour-
aged by the response from local people. I even
had cash put in my hand as we walked. I would
like to thank everyone who contributed and
made this such a worthwhile effort."

Stuart Duncan’s Sponsored Walk

Stuart (right) and fellow walkers outside the
Museum
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The Great War Centenary Project Volunteers

Following on from last year’s Heritage
Lottery Fund award to research and
recreate the Roll of Honour which now

hangs proudly on the wall of the White Horse
Hotel, the volunteers have been busy with new
projects.

With the help of the children at Rydon
Community College under the guidance of art
teacher Mrs Modder, they have been busy
creating poppies from clay. Over 60 poppies will
be made, one for each name on the war memo-
rial. Fixed to steel rods, they will be placed on
the island of the memorial pond later this year.

Further research has been carried out on the
roll of honour, this time regarding the ‘College’
that was once in Church Street and the
students that are on the memorial. We have
taken a closer look at our war memorial, and
are trying to find more about its design. Can
you help?

This year’s exhibition (October 17-18, 10am-
4pm) will have a theme of aviation and with
our friends at Tangmere and Horsham
museums we hope to add more value to last
year’s successful exhibition. 

If you have memorabilia from the Great War
and would like it included in the exhibition,
please contact the museum.

Poppy prototype that will soon add colour to
the memorial pond



Please note that all Monday evening lectures
are held at the Old School, School Lane,
Storrington, starting promptly at 7.30 p.m..
Non-Members welcome.

SSaattuurrddaayy 1177//SSuunnddaayy 1188 OOccttoobbeerr 10am to 4pm 
WW 1 Centenary Exhibition and Family
History Weekend.
Home-made refreshments available.

SSaattuurrddaayy 2244 OOccttoobbeerr 7.00 for 7.30pm 
QQuuiizz EEvveenniinngg with home-made supper 
Quizmasters Stephen and Christine Turrell
£9.00 

MMoonnddaayy 22 NNoovveemmbbeerr 7.30pm 
CCeecciill PPaasshhlleeyy aanndd SShhoorreehhaamm AAiirrppoorrtt 
The Story of a Pioneer Aviator 
Talk by Bill Gage (Assistant County Archivist,
West Sussex Record Office), £4.00 

SSaattuurrddaayy 77 NNoovveemmbbeerr 10am to 4pm 
FFiiffttyy YYeeaarrss OOnn
Opening Day, Museum Exhibition celebrating 
local school anniversaries 

SSaattuurrddaayy 1144 // SSuunnddaayy 1155 NNoovveemmbbeerr
10am to 4pm 
PPrroo-AAmm AArrtt SShhooww aanndd SSaallee ooff WWoorrkk
by Local Artists 
Home-made refreshments available 

SSaattuurrddaayy 2288 NNoovveemmbbeerr 2pm to 5pm. 
Renee and Allan Marriott's last MMaaggiicc LLaanntteerrnn
SShhooww was so enjoyable that straightaway we
invited them to come again. On Saturday, 28th
November, they will be putting on their
Christmas Show with magic lantern slides and
live music. There will be tea and home-made
cakes in the interval and we know it will be a
lively and entertaining afternoon.
Tickets, £8.00 to include afternoon tea, will be
available from mid-November.

MMoonnddaayy 77 DDeecceemmbbeerr 7.30pm 
FFrroomm SSuusssseexx OOxx ttoo tthhee FFiirrsstt TTrraaccttoorr
Talk by Ian Everest, 
Sussex Local History Speaker, £4.00 

22001166 
MMoonnddaayy 1111 JJaannuuaarryy 7.30pm
RReecceenntt BBuuiillddiinngg RReennoovvaattiioonnss aatt SSuulllliinnggttoonn
MMaannoorr FFaarrmm
Talk by Gail Kittle, £4.00 

TThhuurrssddaayy 2211 JJaannuuaarryy 12.30 for 1.00pm 
MMeemmbbeerrss'' LLuunncchh
Venue to be announced 

MMoonnddaayy 11 FFeebbrruuaarryy 7.30pm 
SShhoorreehhaamm FFoorrtt-PPaasstt,, PPrreesseenntt aanndd FFuuttuurree
Talk by Gary Baines, Chair, 
Friends of Shoreham Fort, £4.00 

MMoonnddaayy 77 MMaarrcchh 7.30pm 
AAGGMM aanndd MMeemmbbeerrss'' EEvveenniinngg
Talk, Cyprus Since 1878, by Eric Gill, 
Chair, Storrington Museum 

SSaattuurrddaayy 1122 MMaarrcchh 7.00 for 7.30pm 
QQuuiizz EEvveenniinngg
Quizmasters Stephen and Christine Turrell
Details t.b.a.

Red Arrows - Best of British
WWee aallwwaayyss nneeeedd ttoo ppllaann well ahead for our
special exhibitions which we usually have in
mind a year in advance, but forward planning
came into its own recently when Cindy and
Frank Waters went Midhurst to hear a talk on
the Red Arrows. 

They were so impressed that they suggested
booking the speaker for a Museum talk and
found that his popularity was such that
November 2016 was his earliest available date. 

So as soon as you get your new diary for next
year be sure to make a note of the date: 
WWeeddnneessddaayy,, 3300tthh NNoovveemmbbeerr,, 22001166, 
at Sullington Village Hall. 

It promises to be a talk that we will
remember.

Could you be our Treasurer?
Mike Grizaard is retiring from the
Committee and we urgently need

someone to take his place as Treasurer.
If this appeals to you and you would like

to know more please leave your name
and telephone number at the Museum -

01903 740188 - 
and Mike will be pleased to contact you

to tell you what is involved.
There is an answering machine if the

office is closed

Coming soon - Winter programme 2015/6
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