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A century of women’s suffrage
Jill Atkins looks back over what the ending
of the First World War meant for the
women’s vote

2018 has been the year when we have
commemorated the centenary of the ending
of World War I. The

Armistice signed on 11th
November 1918 saw the end of
the War, where so many men
died or were wounded, many
mortally, or maimed; others with
mental scars. 

Many women died, too, some
of whom were working as VAD
(Voluntary Aid Detachment)
nurses, caring for the wounded
men on French soil. Such a one
was Edith Ingram from
Storrington. She was working in
a hospital in Wimereux, just east
of Boulogne. There was an air
raid on Boulogne on 13th
August 1918 and Edith was
killed. 

1918 was an important year for
another reason, too. The
Suffragists, under their leader,
Millicent Fawcett, had been
campaigning for the vote for
nigh on sixty years since the
middle of the eighteenth century.
The Suffragettes, formed in 1903

under their leader, Emmeline Pankhurst, had taken
the cause into the realms of vandalism,
imprisonment and hunger strikes; even the sad
death of Emily Davison under the king's horse at the
Epsom Derby in June 1913. 

However, when war broke out in 1914, Mrs
Pankhurst called for the end of
violent action. 'What is the use
of fighting for a vote if we have
not got a country to vote in?'
she asked. She called upon all
Suffragettes to throw them-
selves into the war effort. This
helped to prove to Messrs
Asquith and Churchill, so
vehemently opposed to
women's suffrage, that women
had worth in their own right.

There seems to be no written
record of the women of
Storrington and District being
involved in the more militant
aspects of women's suffrage,
although there were meetings
and demonstrations in other
parts of Sussex, notably
Worthing, Littlehampton and
Brighton. There were marches to
London, which may well have
passed through our area. 

Other West Sussex references: 
• In Horsham, 60 West Street
was the centre for women
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VAD nurse Edith Ingram, killed
during WW1 and the only woman on
the Storrington Roll of Honour, the
original of which is on display in the
Museum (picture: Storrington Local
History Group)



Several years ago, and long before the
Museum was established, the late Florence
Greenfield gave talks to various organisations

about the village’s history. This was a subject she
knew so much about, being one of the family who
at one time seemed to cater, through their shops,
for Storrington and District’s every need.

Florence had compiled two short books, Round
About Old Storrington and More About Old
Storrington, and contributed a regular column to the
Parish Magazine. She was born in 1900 and
attended the village school. This set her on the path
to a career in teaching, at Rydon School (now part
of Steyning Grammar School) and as a Sunday
School teacher and Guide leader.

According to an obituary in Times Past No. 11,
Florence and her sister Margaret always supported
the idea of a local museum. Margaret died just
before the news was received that premises in
which to set up a local museum had been finalised,
but Florence lived on to hear of the museum’s
opening. By this time she was in Birklands nursing
home, but was overjoyed to hear the news. She
died, in February 2002, at the age of 101.

Her extensive collection of photographs and
manuscripts is now in Storrington Museum. Among
them are handwritten texts of her talks and lectures,
including that on the opposite page - the first page
of a talk, given to the local Darby and Joan Club in
October 1970.
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supporting troops on the front line. This was also
the centre of the local movement to demand
women's suffrage; 

• In Henfield, Ada Brown and Decima Allen, who
grew violets in their nursery, were friends of
Elizabeth Robins, the actress and novelist who was
a Suffragette and who also lived in Henfield.
Perhaps the growing of violets was not
coincidence as violet (purple) is one of the three
Suffragette colours: purple for dignity, white for
purity, green for hope.

• In Duncton churchyard, one can find the
headstone of Florence Gertrude de Fonblanque, a
prominent Sussex Suffragette.
It was a day of celebration when, on Wednesday

6th February 1918, the Representation of the People
Act was passed in Parliament. This gave some
women over 30 the vote. Many women were
frustrated that men over 21 could vote under this
Act of Parliament, but the reason for the
discrepancy in age of voters was said to be this: so
many men had been killed in the Great War that the

number of women
in the United
Kingdom so far
exceeded the
number of men, it
would have been
an unbalanced
vote. 

One significant
development took
place later in 1918.
On 21st November
1918, the
Parliament
(Qualification of

Women) Act was passed. This gave women the right
to stand for election as a Member of Parliament.

It was only one year later that Nancy Astor was
elected, in a by-election in December 1919: the
United Kingdom's first female Member of
Parliament. 

It was not until 1928 that another act was passed:
called the The Representation of the People
(Equality Franchise) Act. At last, women were
granted equal status to men in their right to vote
from the age of 21.

We have gone a long way since then!

Jill, our membership secretary, has written a book,
entitled Votes for Women and intended for Year six
school children. The book is due out in 2019 - this
article provides a sneak preview. 

Violets - the flower of suffrage, from a contemporary
advertisement

Memorial to Florence Gertrude de Fonblanque, Duncton Church (Paul Dykes -
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=64226577)

A walk along Church Street
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Notes: Greenfield’s shop occupied the building
where Bunce’s Ironmongers is at present. 
The butcher’s shop referred to is neither
Farncombe’s, on the opposite corner of Church
Street, nor Suter’s, just down the road. Seldon’s
butchers shop survived until 1971, not long after
Florence Greenfield’s ‘walk’. The shop is now
occupied by the Louisa Austin clothes shop.
The Animal Fare pet shop survived until 1994, when
the Old Forge tea rooms and restaurant business
next door expanded into this part of the building.

Following the recent closure of the Old Forge
restaurant (the tea room still survives), the former
pet shop is now an architect’s office. 
The Post Office and ‘Carina’ were in a separate
building, 8 Church Street, which did indeed become
part of the Old Forge business for a while.
According to Joan Ham’s Storrington through the
Twentieth Century Miss Hammond’s Post Office was
at No 8 until 1903, when it moved into ‘Georgian
House’. No 8 became a pharmacy, cycle and radio
shop, then the Carina salon, now MB shoe repairs.
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We do not know John Ventham's
relationship to James Andrews whose Will
left him Drayton Marshes. Nor do we

know how John reacted to this new possession. 
As a merchant he may have had little interest in

marshes. After he died in 1775 his widow Mary may
also have had little interest in them but when she
married Henry Cromwell, a naval man, he was
probably delighted with such a property so close to
Portsmouth. Following Henry's death in 1814, Mary's
son-in-law James Brisbane (another naval man) took
charge of the marshes for Mary. Both Henry and
James would have been aware of the problems the
sea posed to adjacent marshes and have known
how to keep them properly maintained. 

In 1818, concerned that the Marshes had suffered
from storm damage, James employed William
Bellingham (a civil engineer) to set up and repair the
Sea Wall, ensuring that it stood four feet high and
sloped down towards the sea. He specified that it
should be made of earth and clay, with rows of piles
twenty feet apart and everything cemented together
before being covered with flint or gravel six inches
thick. He also employed a Surveyor (Joseph Boorn)
to inspect the work. Once the work was completed,
James made an annual maintenance agreement with
Bellingham to keep the Sea Wall in good repair,
subject to inspection by Boorn. The initial
agreement was for two years but subject to renewal
while Bellingham lived in the Portsmouth area. 

Henry and Mary Frankland had helped their
daughter, Jemima Brisbane, enormously with all the
legal problems caused by the flooding of their iron
chest. Unfortunately, however, Jemima was to lose

all those on whom she depended within a period of
twelve years (Henry and Mary dying in 1814 and
1824 respectively, both being buried in Chichester
Cathedral, and then her husband James dying in
Australia in 1826). It is quite clear that, after all these
deaths, Jemima began to worry enormously about
the state of the marshes whenever the weather was
bad because, at such times, the cost could be high
as she was responsible not only for maintaining the
Sea Wall but also for providing whatever timber her
tenant required to maintain the gates, stiles, rails,
fences etc. 

Her first problems arose in 1828 when she wrote
to Mant (her solicitor) that she had been worried
about the Marshes as "the severe gales did a lot of
mischief generally" and also because the agreement
with Bellingham would expire the following year.
Thankfully, that agreement continued until the
Marshes were finally sold in 1861 but the damage in
1828 led to a bill for £24 6s for repairing the Sea
Wall as 1,144 rotten piles had to be replaced.
Indeed, more rotten piles were replaced in 1830,
causing a bill from Bellingham for £30 1s 3d. When
Mary queried this bill she was reminded that "My
agreement with Sir James in 1818 was to keep the
Wall in repair for £10 a year, with Sir James finding
the Piles when necessary" He continued "This has
been a very heavy and expensive year for me and
the Estate. l hope it will be several years before
anything serious occurs". 

Jemima's bills for the marshes between 1831 and
1840 totalled £142 15s 7d but were easily covered
by the rent for the property which tended to be
between £200 and £250 per year. Mary never knew,
however, when a really big bill would arise and, in
1841, her fears were realised. In that year there were
tremendous gales and, although her Sea Wall held
up well because of the continuous maintenance,
there was a major breach in a neighbouring
property belonging to the Farlington Waterworks
Company which, together with  "tremendous tides",
caused "all the Marshes from Bedhampton to
Cosham to be under water." 

Bellingham reported that they now needed to
repair the Bank on the East side of Jemima's
property and install two new sluices so that her
Bank would become independent of her
neighbours'. In addition, while her land had suffered
badly from the salt water, many fences, posts and
rails had been swept away and needed to be
replaced. In all, Jemima's costs in 1841 came to an
alarming £338 18s 11d and, to make matters even
worse, her tenant gave notice in 1843. 

Problems Owning Marsh Lands next to the Sea
The third instalment of Hilary Langley’s investigations into the papers of the Mant
Solicitors, discovered in a cellar in West Street, and much the worse for damp.

West Street, Storrington in 1894. Mant’s offices were
in one of these buildings
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Armistice centenary and new Roll of Honour
The 100th anniversary of the end of WW1
was marked by another of the Local History
Group’s memorable ‘pop-up’ exhibitions,
and the discovery and presentation of
another Roll of Honour.

Over the weekend of 3rd/4th November, the
Storrington Local History Group mounted a
striking display of their researches over the

past four years into the names on the Storrington
WW1 Roll of Honour, and on all the WW1
Memorials in villages within the Museum area.

Mary Wilson writes: People - those who died and
some of those who returned - were, of course, the
focal point of the exhibition, but many interesting
sidelights were explored.
The music, the events in
Russia, the impetus
towards women's suffrage,
to name but three. In
1918 people were still
being encouraged to buy
War Bonds, the women (in
adverts at least) were still
encouraging their menfolk
to go to war. Charles
Mant of ‘The Geddings’,
Church Street (now known
as ‘Mant House’), had
turned his house into a
Red Cross depot where
knitted socks and scarves,
bandages and splints
were packaged up, and
where trolleys and beds
were made for field
hospitals.

Mrs. Henderson of ‘The
Chantry’ was still running

the Red Cross 146 Voluntary Aid Detachment, and
Maude Petre had taken in refugees at Mulberry
House. The children grew potatoes in the school
garden, picked blackberries and collected horse
chestnuts for the mysterious use of ‘The Director of
Propellant Supplies’. Food was short and the bread
grew greyer and greyer, but there were still concerts
in the village hall to raise money for men returning
from war.

While the exhibition itself was impressive, the
books compiled by the researchers from the Local
History Group and presented to Storrington and
District Museum Society are quite remarkable. As
well as the book on Storrington's Roll of Honour
there are separate books for Amberley, Ashington,
Bury, Greatham, Rackham, Thakeham, Sullington,

Washington, and West
Chiltington - and every
name on each village's war
memorial has been
exhaustively researched
and recorded.

From being a name on a
memorial to record their
death, the intensive
research into their lives
commemorates young men
(and one young woman)
who had everything to live
for, and brings home even
more powerfully their great
sacrifice.

There was one further
highlight of the weekend:
William Shackell, President
of the Storrington Royal
British Legion, presented to
the Museum the beautifully
restored second Roll of
Honour, also by Paul Hardy,

Whereas there had previously been no difficulty
finding tenants, virtually no-one was interested in
1843. This was because not only would the land
remain damaged for three to four years, but also
the Government had introduced a tax on cattle
values which reduced the value of grassland. The
result was a reduced rent of £160 pa for the next
three years, by which time the land should have
recovered sufficiently for a higher rent to be
charged.

As early as 1828 Jemima had been thinking about
selling the Marshes but she wrote to Mant "l would
be unwilling to sell it except on advantageous
terms." In 1846, however, she sold just over two
acres to the Brighton and Chichester Railway,
receiving £700 plus an additional £153 15s 9d

compensation for damage. It is unclear whether this
was a compulsory sale but it certainly helped
Jemima at a time when the Marshes were costing so
much. Indeed, from 1848 until 1851 the incomplete
bills for the Marshes in our collection totalled 
£195 3s 2d.

Jemima died on 27 January 1852, being buried in
Tunbridge Wells. As the Trusts set up by James and
Jemima provided for the Marshes to be sold when
they were both dead (with the proceeds divided
between their children) they were eventually sold in
1861 for £4,400. At the same time, land in the Forest
of Bere, which Henry Frankland had been awarded
under the Disafforestation of the South Act, was
also sold for £270. This seems to be the only part of
Henry's property that passed to the Brisbanes. 

Storrington’s second Roll of Honour
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It’s a pleasantly warm evening as we make
our way over to the Square for the evening's
events. The moon has already risen and we wait

sitting on what remains of the wall of the old
fortified town. In daylight we have a marvellous
view of the hills and cliffs rising all around us, but
for now we turn towards the square and watch the
townsfolk arriving. There are fewer than 1,400
people in Vayrac, but it appears there must be that
many persons here this evening.

Then, we hear the band as the torchlight
procession makes its way from the College and
along the High Street to the Square. Suddenly the
place is a blaze of light and colour. The band in their
bright red uniforms, some people dressed as WW1
nurses and some as Poilus, the affectionate word
still used today for the infantry
men of that terrible war. The
crowds move back to make
room for them all and the two
choirs also take their places and
start to sing. The descendants of
the soldiers are gathered nearer
to the War Memorial which is
brightly illuminated now and
stands tall and white with the
bright flag of France, the
tricolore, around the base. 

Now, the names of the soldiers
on the monument are read out
slowly as the crowd respond
after each name. Next, some of
the students from the college
read out passages from the
letters written to families during
the war followed by an extract
from the poem by Wilfred Owen,
Dulce Et Decorum Est. There is

hardly a sound from the crowd, even the children
are silent.

The Maire speaks and the dignitaries lay their
wreaths followed by those of the descendants of the
dead, after which the Last Post plays out clearly on
the night air followed by the minute’s silence. The
lights in the trees, the darkness surrounding them
and not a sound anywhere. Truly moving. Then it is
broken by the band playing the ‘Marseillaise’ and
everyone singing along with them.

The Maire steps out and invites everyone to follow
the band to the Salle des Fêtes where a free buffet
is laid out. The room is large and crowded, but first
many wish to see the displays of WW1 memorabilia,
a remarkable collection of letters, reports,
photographs, spiral bound books of events in

Vayrac during the war and also
copies of newspapers from
around France reporting the
Armistice.

There are the normal thanks
and speeches made by the Maire
and others who organised the
events and then… The Food.
What a spread! Pâtés, cold meats,
savoury tarts, bread and cheese
and much more, plus the wine of
course. After three and a half
hours everyone was ready to eat
well.

We make the short walk to our
home in the still warm air with
thoughts of how lucky we are to
be here today. Life would have
been very different without those
young men and those who were
fortunate enough to have come
home.

The Armistice - on French home turf
Museum members will remember Terry and David Fraser, who moved to France last year.
What better country in which to celebrate the centenary of the Armistice? Here is an
account by Terry Fraser of her local remembrance day, in Vayrac, south-west France

The War Memorial in Vayrac 
(picture by David Fraser)

which was discovered late last year in a basement of
the former Royal British Legion Club, now the
Storrington Social Club, in the village. It adds names
of those who subsequently died, after 1918, from
war-inflicted injuries.

There will need to be some reorganising in the
Museum to find the right space for this WW1
memorial, but there will be a photograph of it in
place in the meantime. The Museum is proud to
have this striking memorial and is grateful to the
Royal British Legion and the Local History Group for
this donation.

Patricia Wilks receives the second Roll of Honour
from William Shackell of the Royal British Legion
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The Museum was pleased to
welcome local artists, both
amateur and professional, to the
Old School, for their 2018
exhibition on 17/18 November, as
Patricia Wilks reports

The Annual Art Show in
November is pencilled in to the
Museum diary from one year to

the next, and preparations start early in
September. This year there were one or
two new entries but inevitably there are
changes and this year we were very
sorry that Alison Milner-Gulland had an
accident and couldn’t take part. Alison
designed and painted the blinds in the
Museum and office some years ago, and
there is something missing from an Art
Show without her input.

Judy Palmer and The Priory Group
provide great support and form a solid
base for the Show with two ‘artists in residence’. The
members show a wide range of watercolours,
pastels, acrylics, oils, and pencil drawings. And there
were even two fascinating papier maché figures
(one with movement), which aroused much
comment!

As well as the Art Groups there were a number of
independent artists, and the variety of subjects
painted and the media in which they work, showed
amazing skills.

As well as watercolours of flowers and plants,
Caroline Gibbs showed a whole range of small
intricately embroidered items. Also shown alongside
her paintings and pyrography pictures, were Joanne

Goddard’s immaculately handmade soft toys. I like
to think that all these items, and the variety of
handmade greetings cards on sale, add an extra
dimension to the Art Show proper.

All in all, a successful weekend with over 200
visitors and with much-needed funds raised for the
Museum made up by donations from the artists,
proceeds from the tombola, and the sale of home-
made refreshments, which were so popular that
supplies rapidly diminished on Saturday and the
Catering team had to go home and cook more soup
and cakes for Sunday, but that all added to the
satisfaction of knowing that it had been such a
successful and enjoyable event.

Ninth Annual Art Show and Sale

Local amateur art groups, several of whom meet
regularly at the Old School, displayed a high
standard of work in various media

The Old School accommodated another successful Pro-Am Art
Show and Sale in November, which provided some useful
exposure for local artists (and hopefully brought some sales) as
well as raising much needed cash for the Museum

An exhibit by Nigel Emery of Nifty Gallery, one of
our professional exhibitors, whose original artworks
and limited edition prints were on sale



Coming soon - 
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Season’s Greetings

Please note that all the events below (including
Monday evening talks, but not members’ lunch)
are held at the Old School, School Lane,
Storrington. Talks will start promptly at 7.30 pm.
Non-Members welcome. Entrance to talks £5 (£4
for members) to include tea/coffee and biscuits.

MONDAY 3rd DECEMBER 7.30pm
The Acid Bath Murders Talk by Tim Stanton. 
MONDAY 7th JANUARY 2019 7.30pm
The Shepherds of the South Downs 
Talk by Ian Everest
SATURDAY 12th JANUARY 10am-4pm
Opening day of new exhibition
THURSDAY 26th JANUARY
MEMBERS’ LUNCH, at West Sussex Golf Club 
(see insert in this issue)

MONDAY 4th FEBRUARY 7.30pm
My Time as a Magistrate Talk by Jackie Lee
MONDAY 4th MARCH 7.30pm (admission free)
Storrington & District Museum Society AGM,
Followed by Mulberry House, Talk by Alan Spencer. 
SATURDAY 23rd MARCH 7.30pm
MUSEUM QUIZ EVENING
MONDAY 1st APRIL 7.30pm
Wind in the Willows (with reference to Edwardian
times) Talk by Mark Perry-Nash
If anybody requires transport to any of these events,
please contact the Museum and we will do our best
to arrange a lift.
For updates to the programme and details of
other future events, keep an eye on the museum
website: www.storringtonmuseum.com

The Museum Committee
thanks all members,
stewards, helpers,
supporters, visitors and
friends for their support
during 2018, and offers
good wishes to them all
for 2019.

For future issues of Times Past we are always
pleased to receive articles, photographs,

memories etc. Please leave in museum, or email
items to us at 

contact@storringtonmuseum.com

The museum now has on sale a number of
second-hand books about Sussex - including

several of the rare Joan Ham titles. Please visit
the museum to view our stock, or email us with

any specific enquiries.

For this year’s winter scene we look
through the photograph album of the late
Dr John Swan, who lived at the Horsecroft
(next to the Old School) until his death in
1975. The album was kindly donated to the
Museum by Dr Swan’s family. It contains
many old postcards and photographic
prints. This was taken from a very small
black and white contact print (so not the
best quality) and shows Church Street
during the severe winter of 1963.


