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The Glebe Field (Church Meadow)

Thanks tto tthe rrecent planning applications,
the Glebe Field - the roughly triangular
meadow area stretching from the rear of

the Village Hall to the churchyard and priory -
has come under considerable scrutiny, with
several people visiting the museum to check on
old records. 

We have little firm evidence, but can confirm
that the name 'Glebe Field' is comparatively
recent, the older names are Town Meadow or
Church Meadow. That doesn't alter the fact that
even under the older names this was definitely
glebe land, i.e. land owned by the church, the
income from which went to the incumbent as
payment for carrying out his duties.

Joan Ham contributed an interesting article
about the history of this meadow to the 3 Heralds
parish magazine in November 2016. She
described, basically, how
in 1788 the land was
shown to be in the
ownership of several
individuals, but by the
time of the 1841 tithe
map the whole 10 acres,
plus an additional acre
next to the churchyard,
was the property of the
Revd Henry Warren. The
area was reduced over
the years for building
houses (including the
present rectory),

extensions to the churchyard, and, most recently,
to build the present Glebe Surgery.

It seems that in the 1950s there were thoughts
of using the church meadow for housing. Then,
the land was confirmed as being glebe land,
vested in the incumbent of the parish who would
have the power to sell the land subject to certain
conditions. But as the benefice was vacant at the
time nothing further happened.

A major change, not only to Storrington's
Church Meadow, but to glebe land throughout the
nation, came through the Endowments and Glebe
Measure 1976, under which, by order of
Parliament, ownership of glebe land was
automatically transferred from the incumbents to
the board of finance for the particular diocese.
This happened in 1978. We have heard people say
that Storrington's rector at the time had given

the field away to the
diocese - not entirely
true, because he had no
choice in the matter. The
reason was to correct an
inequality: some
incumbents, in benefices
with substantial
amounts of glebe land,
were very well off thanks
to rents etc, while clergy
in parishes with little or
no glebe land were
struggling to survive on
just a small stipend. 
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Party for Queen
Victoria’s Jubilee in the
Town Meadow



When JJohn HHurst ddied on 26 July 1881, his
Trustees could not have known the
horrific problems with which they would

be faced in sorting out his large estate - to the
extent that one Trustee (Michael Biddulph) asked
to be replaced just eighteen months later. We do
not have a copy of John's Will or the Codicil to it
but his lands seemed to have been split between
his three sons and one of his daughters, with
annuities payable to his remaining daughters.  

The first major problem to hit the Trustees
emerged after advertisements had been published
asking for any creditors to approach them. The
bills included in our documents amounted to 
£944.8s.1d - with a total of £508.12s.4d payable to
eleven different firms selling farm products or
coal, some of them outstanding since 1880. In
addition, £76.19s.4d was claimed by various
workmen - one of the bills outstanding since
March 1880. While there is also a list of the debts
in our set of documents, this amounted only to
£817 4s and could not have been complete.  

A manuscript note by Mant (John's solicitor)
stated that he had been through all the accounts
very carefully and that the valuation of assets
(including wearing apparel!) came to £4,282.5s
while the liabilities amounted to £3,297.4s -
including £108 2s for unpaid rents, tithes and
wages and also £67 8s funeral expenses.
According to our bills the latter was not complete
because £67 7s 11d was payable to the

undertaker and to the bricklayer for the vault in
the church - in fact the total funeral bills seem to
have totalled £125.0s.5d. With the assets
presumably including properties and land rather
than cash, the Trustees must have wondered how
they were going to meet all the liabilities. Indeed,
Mant's manuscript note states that his best
advice to the Trustees would be to put all the
properties up for public auction, selling at the
reserve fixed by the valuer, so that the whole
estate could be wound up and any balance used
to buy annuities.  

The main Trustee was John's nephew - Robert
Henry Hurst - and he did not heed Mant's advice
because he seems to have been desperate to
preserve the Estate to the extent that he could for
the sake of his cousins. Moreover, he probably
suspected that the valuation of the assets, if this
included lands and properties, was too low
although many of them may have been
mortgaged to the hilt. This can be demonstrated
by the fact that just one of the properties, Church
Farm, had cost John £5,830. In addition, it is
clear that there was a major problem in simply
preparing accounts for the Estate. Mant first
referred to this in his manuscript note concerning
the assets and liabilities. Later, in January 1884
Robert writes to Mant saying "it's important that
you should do a statement of the year's costs up
to now so the trustees know exactly how the
Estate stands". When the Trustees needed to go

The Thakeham Rector’s estate

2

The papers given to the Museum by Akermans (the solicitors founded by Mant),
although not in the best condition, continue to offer an insight into the affairs of the
local gentry in the 19th century. This extract, compiled by Hilary Langley, concerns
legal problems encountered in dealing with the estate of the Revd John Hurst, Rector
of St Mary’s Thakeham from 1834 to 1881. It follows on from the last issue’s article about
the man and his life, and describes the chaos he left behind after his death, at times
worthy of a Dickens novel.

The diocesan boards of finance (DBFs) were set
up as charities, with a remit to maximise the
income from glebe land for the sole purpose of
contributing to the cost of clergy stipends
throughout the diocese. This means, in simple
terms, that if the opportunity arises to sell land
which brings in little income, so that the proceeds
can be invested in more property or other
investments with a better return, the DBF is
legally bound to do so. This can, unfortunately,
mean that areas of green space may be lost, as in
Storrington's case. Importantly, because the
ownership of glebe land passed from parishes to
the DBF, neither the parish nor its church gain
any monetary benefit from such a sale.

Although loss of open space is regrettable,
Storrington is in dire need of better facilities for
its medical practice. We recognise the opposition
to the current scheme, particularly by the Parish
Council, but would point out that, under the
revised plans approved by Horsham District
Council, the remaining area of field will become a
proper public open space, rather than the present
permissive rights granted by the diocese. 

This is relevant because, thanks to the terms of
reference for the DBFs, it seems likely that
should the current housing plans associated with
the surgery redevelopment fall through, we could
end up with alternatives that take away still
more green space. 



to Court over various questions
that arose, the same problem
emerged again - "We need a
meeting about the accounts to
consider what items the Court
would disallow."  

Robert was a man of integrity
who ensured that most of the
small creditors were paid during
either 1881 or 1882. The problem
with all these bills was however
only the first of his nightmares
as a Trustee and the Estate does
not seem to have been fully
wound up by 1895 when this set
of documents ends.  Throughout
this period Robert was continual-
ly harassed by one of John's sons
-  Henry Robert - while attempt-
ing to negotiate legal minefields,
caring for his own estates at
Horsham Park and also taking
his family to Switzerland or the
English coast because of the poor
health of his only son who was born in March
1865 and sadly died, aged 23 years, in June 1888.  

One of the first tasks of the Trustees was
necessarily to raise money to meet all their
liabilities. The obvious step would therefore be to
take out a mortgage on, or re-mortgage, those
properties that had not so far been mortgaged.
Here they ran into the legal buffers because
John's will had not included a power for the
Trustees to take out mortgages. While they
managed to negotiate mortgages with local men -
for example Maurice Ireland (on the Jackman's
property) - generally the prospective mortgagor's
solicitors identified this problem and Counsel's
Opinions were sought in 1884, 1885 and 1890. In
all cases the Opinion came down against the
Trustees. Eventually, it seemed that they would
have to refer the matter to the Court of Chancery
but the Counsel concerned wanted to see if he
could get everyone interested in the Estate to
reach agreement without going to Court. We do
not know the outcome but it was clear that the
Trustees didn't want to go to Court because it
could alarm those who had already given them
mortgages.  

Even the mortgage of Jackman's presented
problems because the Trustees needed a
Counsel's Opinion on whether it was included in
another mortgage and whether it belonged to
Henry Hurst or to the Estate. Moreover, the
eventual sale of Jackman's seemed to be headed
to the Queen's Bench Division  of the High Court
because the buyer (Elizabeth Sands) had asked
King & Chasemore for a valuation and, by
mistake, King had given her the smaller
valuation for another of John Hurst's properties -

Marringdean. This meant that the final sale price
was higher than she expected and she went to
Court claiming £100 compensation. In the end
King & Chasemore paid £60 plus costs to prevent
a Judgment but Robert had to agree that this
amount could be deducted from the next rents
payable by tenants.  

Before that mistake was sorted out poor Robert
had yet another problem, requiring another
Counsel's Opinion. The Jackman's property was
partly freehold and partly leasehold and the
purchaser’s solicitor pointed out that the Deed
appointing a new Trustee to replace Michael
Biddulph had been defective in that it applied
only to freehold properties. Biddulph was
therefore still a trustee in relation to the
leasehold property and his consent to the sale
was required. His solicitor enquired indignantly
why this was necessary.  

Another early problem was that John Hurst
had willed lands in Horsham and Shipley to his
daughter Blanche as a tenant for life but those
lands were security for a £300 loan taken out by
John. While the Trustees could not repay the loan
they needed the Deeds to execute this part of the
Will. This nearly went to Court but, in the end, a
contact of theirs (Albert Gregory from
Winchester) paid her, with all the security then
being assigned to him. When he wanted his
money back "I am aware that Hurst will pay the
extra interest but the principal is required for
another purpose - please provide it at once", the
Trustees had further problems until Robert
finally found the money to pay him.  

Later on, under the Settled Lands Act 1882,
Blanche was given, as a tenant for life, the right
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St Mary's, Thakeham - a peaceful scene today, but at the heart of
much consternation over the estate of its former Rector
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to sell the two properties that had been left to her
- the Bonfire Hill farm as well as the two pieces
of land in Shipley and Horsham. She wanted to
do this and purchasers were found. The sales
went ahead, netting her a profit of £2,000 which
Robert invested for her. Later on, however, the
purchaser of Bonfire Hill Farm wanted to sell it
and the original sale to him was queried because
the two Trustees did not appear to be Trustees for
the purposes of the Act. This time the case went
to the Court of Chancery, with Affidavits from all
concerned and on 13 January 1888 the Judge
decreed that Robert and his fellow Trustee
(William Bridger) were appointed Trustees for the
purposes of the Settled Land Act. After that, all
the original sale documents had to be redrafted
and signed.  

Blanche appears to have been a lovely lady -
quite caring to her sisters - and to have had more
financial acumen than her brothers. She heard
about a new scheme - called Mr Groschen's
Conversion Scheme - which appeared to give
people in her position the right to specify which
investments should be used for their capital. She
therefore wrote to Robert asking him to invest
her £2,000 but not to put any into a mortgage - 
"l have a dread of them!" She suggested Indian,
Portuguese, Norwegian or Swedish Government
stock and Robert, after consulting his fellow
Trustee, put £500 into each of the stocks she
suggested, commenting that they were all good,
sound investments which should yield 31/2% to
4%: Clever lady!  

Another headache for Robert was that every
time legal documents were required they seemed
to squirrel themselves away and could not be
found.  When he wanted to assign a mortgage (a
wheeze to avoid re-mortgaging, with its legal
problems) the formal Abstract of Title, as
demanded by the other solicitors, could not be
found. In the end someone else, with more
compliant solicitors, was found to whom the
mortgage could be assigned. Similarly, the
Mortgage Deed for Bonfire Hill went missing,
Robert could not find the original conveyance for
a large property- Bentons - and (yet another
problem with Jackman's) they couldn't find the
Title or a complete Abstract of Title for the sale!
Someone should have told him, as I always advise
people, to stop looking and they would all turn up
laughing at him!  

Apart from very real and time consuming
worries about his cousin, Henry's, ability to
ignore all his debts until writs were served and
Henry's seeming inability or refusal to pay his
sister's annuities from his lands, as required
under the Will (both of which are covered in the
next article) Robert also faced a very real problem
because the Trustees' solicitor (Mant) had a
massive conflict of interest. The conflict had

started for the best of reasons because when the
Trustees were desperate for a mortgage on
Henry's behalf, Mant persuaded one of his other
clients - Maurice Ireland - to take it on. The
trouble was that Henry was his normal cavalier
self, ignoring the interest payments when they
were due until a debt of £240 comprising two
year's interest had accumulated.  At that point
Maurice Ireland instructed his solicitor (Mant) to
write to Henry and Robert threatening legal
proceedings against Henry. Robert (unlike Henry)
was sympathetic to Mant's position and used him
to make an arrangement with Maurice for the
gradual payment of the arrears and future
interest.

It may be that, for whatever reason, both Henry
and Robert changed solicitors in about 1890 -
1891 because no more of their papers appear in
the Mant  collection. If that was the case, Mant
may have become fairly hostile - particularly
because Henry had not repaid the large amount
he owed to him.  The result was that Mant began
to refuse to make documents available to
purchasers' solicitors when more Estate
properties were being sold. In doing so, he
claimed to have a lien on the properties for the
amount owing to him.  In the end he sought a
Counsel's Opinion on his right to refuse and was
advised that it really wasn't worth refusing
unless he was owed a large amount - the question
must then have arisen "what is a large amount?"
Mant's previous refusals appeared to have had an
effect however because another firm of solicitors,
acting for Henry, wrote saying that Henry was
anxious to settle up with him but had lost all but
two of the Bills (typical!) Could Mant please send
copies? I am sure that he obliged!  

To cap this remarkable saga of the problems
involved in executing a Will, Robert must have
thought his worst nightmare had happened when
there was  a fire at Mant's offices with, according
to Henry, "papers all over the parish!"  Luckily
they discovered that none of the Hurst papers
had flown away.  

Interior of St Mary’s, Thakeham
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Our area in Anglo-Saxon times

The ccharter is dated 947 AD, and the original
manuscript is preserved in the British
Museum. The text is mostly in Latin, with

geographical descriptions in Old English, but
fortunately a modern English translation is
offered. Following a somewhat pious, indeed 'fire
and brimstone' laden preamble, the translation
gets under way as follows:

"I Eadred, king of the English and governor and
ruler of the other [nations] living in the
neighbourhood, have deigned to grant to a certain
very faithful and beloved thegn of mine, named
Eadric, being pleased with his devotion, loyalty
and obedience, twice ten measures, which are
called in English twenty hides, in that place to
which the inhabitants of that district have
applied the name of Washington ('Wassingatune'
in the original)."

The text continues with more Saxon legalese,
until it comes to describe the boundaries.
Although many of the names are not recognisable
today, they would seem to go some considerable
distance beyond the limits of the present-day
Washington, If Biggen Holt is today's Wiggonholt,
the area would have included Storrington. If
Horsham refers to the area occupied by today's
town, maybe Washington extended even to the
Surrey border. That looks more certain if
'Gotwick' is today’s Gatwick; Hazelwick too is a
name that crops up in the Crawley area.
Although we mustn't get too distracted; Gatwick,
for example, is derived from 'Gote Wick' or goat
field, and there were probably plenty of those
around. By the time the Domesday Book was

completed, a little over a century later, much had
changed and the lie of the land much more closely
resembled today's boundaries. The charter
continues:

"Firstly at Duha's clearing, from Duha's
clearing to the red spring, from the red spring to
Leodgeard's hill, from Leodgeard's hill to
Tatmonn's apple-tree, from Tatmonn's apple-tree
to Deneburh's mound, from Deneburh's mound to
the stony hill, from the stony hill to Hatheburh's
mound, from the mound to the entrenchment,
from the entrenchment to the two hills, from the
two hills to Ramsdean, from Ramsdean to Biggen
Holt, from Biggen Holt to the warriors' battle,
from the warriors' battle to Beonna's hill, from
the hill to the shining pool, from the pool to the
apple-tree, thence to Duna's hill-top, thence to
Hun's knoll, thence to Duha's clearing. These are
the wood-pastures which belong thereto,
Wynburh's spear, and the three Crockhursts, and
Horsham, Yffel's clearing and Hazelwick and
Gotwick and the red fold and the shackle-farm
and Hundsaed's fold."

The original was sealed and signed by king
Eadred, his mother Eadgifu, and Oda, archbishop
of Canterbury. Numerous other archbishops and
noblemen added their seals, including the bishops
of York, London and Winchester, so the grant of
land may have been particularly significant.
Poring over maps trying to trace those
boundaries may prove a rewarding exercise for
museum stewards in their spare moments -
please tell Times Past if you are able to confirm
any of these locations.

Mary Wilson, of our curatorial team, recently discovered, in an old bound volume of
the Sussex Archaeological Collection held in the Museum, details of an Anglo-Saxon
charter relating to Washington.

A street touched by fame

Writing iin tthe 3 Heralds parish magazine
in 2015, Joan Ham referred to Fern Road
as 'Storrington's Walk of Fame'. As a

resident I suppose I should feel flattered - it's
nice to be in such august company. But it's just a
residential lane, running in a straight line from
the Amberley Road down to the Catholic Church.
As another current resident pointed out, it's the
only 'Road' in Storrington with no pavements -
the others are all 'Lanes'.

Joan reminds us that the road didn't exist
before the middle of the 19th century, being just
an area of sandy common land. So none of the

houses are particularly historic: the fascination
lies in the former residents. From the Amberley
Road end, we pass some pleasant Edwardian
houses, opposite which, on the right hand side, is
an older house, now named Bax House, formerly
Widford. However, Arnold Bax did not live there.
He preferred the luxury of the White Horse
Hotel. It was home to Mary Gleave, one of Bax's
mistresses, whom he installed in what was then a
small cottage, now much extended.

The original buildings were at the either end of
the road, but between the wars more plots were
sold off, many of them occupied by wooden huts.
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A few such wooden buildings remain in
Storrington, but all of those in Fern Road
have been replaced by newer houses.
One, where there is now a pair of
dissimilar semis, set well back, was
occupied by one Ernest Lashmar and his
sister. In old trade directories he is listed
as a general shopkeeper - the shopfront
was just a small window, surrounded by
wire - not exactly welcoming. Like so
many in the road, he was a staunch
Roman Catholic, and had had letters
published in the Catholic Herald,
denouncing other faiths. He reserved a
particular hatred for the Jews, and
published anti-Semitic flyers under the
name 'Lashmar's Alcantara Gospelisms'
(Alcantara was the name he gave to his
house). It has to be said that his
interpretation of Jewish teaching was
somewhat skewed, but in the 1930s there
was a lot of anti-Jewish feeling around.

We now come to St Clare's and St Francis on
the right hand side. Several properties have
saintly names - many houses and residents were

connected with the monastery and the Catholic
church. These two buildings house Eva Clare
Davidson's flats for 'gentlewomen' - see the last
issue of Times Past, page 6. A little further down

the road on the right is a pair of small
Victorian houses, formerly known as St
Norbert's Cottages, in one of which,
according to Joan Ham, lived Captain
Burt - also mentioned in the article in
the last Times Past, though the 1939
Street Directory in the museum lists
Captain Burt as living on the opposite
side of the road, in 'The Wee Cot'. The
cottages and the substantial Victorian
Villa next door are built atop a steep

Above - two views of Fern Road, 1928; Right, Shrine of Our
Lady, probably 1960s,  (from the museum collection)

A most non-PC Lashmar ‘Gospelism’; we have done as the
publisher suggested and hung a copy in the WC.
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Another Storrington conundrum

Two oold pphotographic iimages have recently come into the
museum’s collection, clearly showing the same building.
Both were taken from old photograph albums. The older

one, on the left, is dated August 9th 1862,, and is captioned 'Old
House, Storrington, Sussex’, while the other, on the right, from
1894, is captioned ‘Witches Cottage’. We thought there was a
resemblance to a house in Greyfriars Road, ‘Smugglers’ Hut’, but
were assured that it had never been known as Witches Cottage.
So where was Witches Cottage?

An Internet search came up with the image on the right. Once
again, clearly the same building. This is a postcard posted July
1904, and sadly not in the museum’s possession, captioned ‘The
Smugglers Hut, Storrington’. Underneath the sender has written
“This is not now existing, having been pulled down last week”.
The image is included on website thatchinginfo.com, and is used
to illustrate that, in the 19th and early 20th century, thatch was
seen as a danger to public health as well as a fire hazard and
many picturesque, maybe mediaeval, buildings were wantonly
destroyed rather than repaired - a situation that could never be
repeated today. The more modern ‘Smugglers Hut’ is in a rather
similar general style to its apparent predecessor - we wonder if
maybe the replacement building retained the old chimneypiece?

bank, a legacy of sand quarrying. The white villa
was previously where the nuns lived who taught
at the Catholic School just around the corner in
Kithurst Lane, now a private house. The school
closed in 1953 when St Joseph's convent was
opened. Where Fern Road joins Monastery Lane,
opposite the Catholic Church, is a large recently-
built house, named 'The Old Sanctuary'. This is
built in one of the sand pits, the excavated sand
being used during building of the priory and
church. The site was later a shrine, featuring a
statue of Our Lady. The statue is now to be seen
at the head of Matt's Meadow, by the Catholic
cemetery and vineyard. Local legend has it that a
WW2 bomb fell in this sandpit, causing further
instability in the ground, and considerable
headaches for the builders of the present house.

Opposite the end of the road is the Catholic
Church and priory. The priory was originally built
for the Norbertine order of monks, also known as
the Premonstratensians or White Canons. They
were forced to flee from their native France, and
built the priory in 1902 on land granted by the
15th Duke of Norfolk. When the Norbertine
Canons moved out a few years ago, they were
replaced by the Chemin Neuf ecumenical
community. 

The priory was home to the poet Francis
Thompson when, during the late 19th century, he
was recovering from opium addiction and is
where he wrote the Hound of Heaven. Thompson
is thought by some to have been Jack the Ripper -
not the sort of fame we might choose.

Bill Thomson



With ggardens ffull oof pprimroses and
daffodils and hedgerows alight with
gorse and blackthorn blossom, it is

difficult to think beyond the spring. However, we
do need to plan well in advance, and we have a
programme of talks booked from late summer
through to April 2018.

During the summer months audiences and
speakers alike tend to be preoccupied with
holidays, and May to September is a quiet time
for our monthly talks programme. So we have
planned three Evening Walks to take place in
May, June and July:

On Monday, 8th May, there will be the first
short walk (about 2 miles – with two stiles)
starting at Thakeham Church Car Park and
walking towards Warminghurst Church. 

The second walk on Monday, 5th June, will be a
circular tour starting at The Old School (approx.
3½ miles – flat – no stiles). 

Lastly, on Monday, 3rd July, meeting at
George’s Lane Car Park, a circular walk of
approx. 4 miles (up and down but no stiles) over
Washington Common to Sullington Windmill.

Each walk will start at 6.30 p.m. and the cost is
£4, payable at the time. All these walks will be
publicised nearer the time.

September starts with a bang with what
promises to be something special from Peter
Lovett, who talks about the “turbulent history of
the Adur Valley, seven 1,000 year old churches,
and the rise and brutal downfall of the Norman
De Braose family”, who were given the rape of
Bramber after the Norman Conquest.

Mid-October brings a presentation by Professor

Simon Barker from Chichester University on
John Galsworthy. As well as being a prolific and
successful author and playwright, Galsworthy
actively supported many campaigns – minimum
wage, reform of labour exchanges, women’s
suffrage, divorce law reform, animal rights. The
list goes on and on. Simon Barker is writing a
biography of Galsworthy and has been
collaborating with Radio 4 on the Forsyte Saga
series of plays, so he is well qualified to talk
about such an amazing man. We have several
Galsworthy artefacts in the Museum. He lived in
Bury and his ashes were scattered on the Downs,
so there is a strong local connection.

But that’s all quite a long way ahead. For the
present our current exhibition is ‘Quirky
Collections 2’, which follows on the success of the
first exhibition three years ago. This is a
completely new set of “‘collections’, including
some more of John Dixon Salt’s curious optical
artefacts, as well as many more unusual and
interesting objects. Do come and see for yourself!

This will be followed from 24th June with an
exhibition that goes in a totally different
direction: Life Moves On – charting the technical
revolution through everyday items.

If any of our projected exhibitions particularly
arouses your interest, and you feel you could
contribute in some way, please do contact our
Curators – or speak to anyone connected to the
Museum. We welcome new input and fresh
thoughts. And if you have in mind a subject that
you feel would make an interesting exhibition, we
would be very pleased to hear from you.

Patricia Wilks

Coming soon - Talks, walks and events
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Finally... For future issues of Times Past we are
always pleased to receive

contributions in terms of articles,
photographs, memories etc. Please
leave in museum, or email items to

us at the address below. 
In forthcoming issues Hilary Langley
will be examining more of the Hurst

papers, and.....
If you can shed light on the ‘Witches

Cottage’ conundrum, or decipher the
locations in the Washington Charter,

or if you want to tell us about the
road in Storrington and District where

you live - please let us know. 
Email:

timespaststorrington@btinternet.comAnother recent addition to the museum collection:
Greyfriars House, postmark indistinct but George V stamp


